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1 here's not a plant 
or flower below, 
but makes Thy 
glory known; 
and clouds arise, 
and tempests 
blow, by order 
from Thy throne. 
Isaac Watts 
The Easter Story 
as told by 
Mary 
Magdalene 
by Kenneth 0. Hoke 
"I have seen the Lord!" He is risen 
from the dead! What a joy it is to say 
those words again. Jesus sent me with 
that message years ago. It is my priv-
ilege to tell the story again and again. 
I understand more of what happened 
in those dramatic days now than I did 
then. But it is always exciting to me 
to go back and relive what happened 
when Jesus rose again. 
I've told my story to many groups 
of people, and I always find there are 
some who don't really know much 
Kenneth O. Hoke is senior pastor of the 
Carlisle, Pa., congregation. This sermon was 
delivered Easter Sunday, 1991. 
about me. They may recognize my 
name, Mary Magdalene, because I 
was there on that first Easter morning, 
but they don't know much more. Let 
me tell you a little about myself. It 
may help you to realize why it is so 
important for me to be able to tell oth-
ers about Jesus, my risen Lord and 
Savior. 
I was a woman with a problem. I 
couldn't control myself. It seemed 
other powers at work inside me were 
in control. The things I did when out 
of control were evil. A part of me 
wanted things to be different. I didn't 
want to do the things I did, but I 
couldn't change. People let me get 
away with whatever I did because I 
had some money. But one thing is for 
sure—I didn't like myself. 
One day I heard about a teacher; 
his name was Jesus. People said he 
was a person who taught in a way dif-
ferent from all the rest of the teachers 
of our day. He taught with authority. 
They also said he healed people and 
helped people with problems. When I 
heard that, I wondered if he could 
help even me. I had the opportunity to 
find out as Jesus came to my town 
one day. He was teaching, and I lis-
tened. I started to realize that my 
problems were spiritual. Jesus spoke 
about the kingdom of God and the 
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kingdom of this world. He talked 
about faith and trust. He called us to 
love God and the people around us. I 
wanted what he was speaking about. 
But just then, it started to happen 
again. I was out of control. I couldn't 
listen anymore; instead, I started to 
shout and scream. I don't know what 
all I did. I'm sure I'd just as soon not 
know. The next thing I remember was 
hearing Jesus' strong yet gentle voice. 
He was talking to me, but not really— 
he spoke to something inside of me 
and commanded the evil spirits. 
Seven demons had controlled my life. 
Well, you wouldn't believe the 
change that came over me. I was able 
to be in control like other people. I 
stopped doing evil things. I wanted 
to be with Jesus and hear his teaching. 
I became one of the larger group of 
disciples who travelled with Jesus. 
The money that had allowed me to 
get away with anything was put to 
much better use now. Along with sev-
eral others, I was able to help support 
Jesus and the Twelve as they travelled 
back and forth in their teaching and 
healing ministry. It was great to be 
part of a group of people introducing 
the kingdom of God and calling peo-
ple to respond. 
Well, all of that changed. You've 
likely heard how Jesus came to Jeru-
salem at the Passover time. His life 
had been threatened, but he came and 
taught openly in the temple courts. 
Then the worst thing possible hap-
pened. Jesus was with his disciples 
in a time of prayer. He seemed to 
know something was happening, 
while none of us really could under-
stand. Some people came, arrested 
him, took him off for a trial, and, the 
next thing I knew, he had been con-
demned to die on a cross. I couldn't 
understand what was happening. All I 
could do was go and stand close to 
the cross with Jesus' mother and John 
and a few others. I stood and watched 
as he spoke every so often and as he 
died. My heart was being torn in two. 
But you know, Jesus died exactly the 
same way he lived. He prayed to God. 
He asked for the forgiveness of the 
people who were killing him. He 
showed his love and concern for 
Mary, his mother, asking John to take 
evangelical 
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care of her. And even when he died, 
he quoted the opening verse of one of 
our great psalms of faith, a psalm that 
looks beyond the darkness of the 
present moment to the light of what 
God is able to do. With this, he said it 
was finished and he died. 
I was numb. I just stood and 
watched. After awhile, they came and 
took down his body from the cross. I 
knew Joseph of Arimathea, and so I 
followed along to see where they 
were going to put Jesus' body. I want-
ed to do something for Jesus. He had 
done so much for me. 
We then entered the time of Sab-
bath rest. We were not to work, so we 
didn't. We worshipped as we could, 
but it seemed my world had been 
completely shattered. All I could 
think about was getting to the tomb as 
soon as possible and putting burial 
spices on Jesus' body. It was the only 
thing I could do. That's why I went to 
the tomb as early as possible. 
The Apostle John picked up my 
personal story of that time. I went 
while it was still dark. When I got 
there, I found the tomb empty. I could 
not believe it. I thought someone had 
stolen Jesus' body. I ran to tell the 
disciples. Peter and John came back 
to the tomb with me and found it 
empty. We couldn't understand what 
had happened. 
The disciples left. I wanted to stay 
near the tomb, but as I stood there 
crying, I heard a voice behind me. I 
thought it was the gardener, because 
of where the tomb was located. I 
asked if he had put Jesus' body some-
where. I wanted to go to it. 
It was then that this man said, 
"Mary." I couldn't believe what I was 
hearing. . . . It was that wonderful 
voice of Jesus. My Teacher, my 
Savior, my Lord. . . . He stood there 
before me. I fell down to worship 
him. Jesus himself then told me to go 
and tell his disciples that he was alive. 
The words I said then still ring in my 
ears, "I have seen the Lord!" 
I have been telling my story ever 
since. It isn't what someone else ex-
perienced. This is what I saw, heard, 
and touched. I was there when Jesus 
died. For some reason, I was allowed 
to be the first one Jesus showed him-
self to after he came back to life. 
Jesus is alive! 
You've heard how he changed my 
life. He gave my life meaning and 
joy. And, since his resurrection, he is 
helping me to grow and learn more 
and more about him. 
I don't know what your problem 
is in life or what kind of despair you 
may be experiencing. All I do know is 
that Jesus took me when I was a sin-
ful, wicked person. He got rid of all of 
that evil. He made my life over again. 
I learned to love and serve as he 
taught. And in the hour of my greatest 
loss and despair he gave me some-
thing I can hardly believe. He gave 
me himself—the risen Jesus, with the 
command to go and tell others. 
He can change your life if you will 
ask him to. I know, for / have seen the 
Lord! 
THOUGH GOOD, NOT GOD? 
"That he is good, we'll not deny. 
His deeds of love declare 
sincere compassion for the poor, 
for burdens humans bear. 
"His life example and his words 
distinguish him as one 
whom we should learn to emulate 
in perfect unison. 
"But then your claim that he is God 
we must at once deny. 
The limits of humanity 
such foolishness defy." 
So comes the verdict from the lips 
of those who seek all truth 
below the sky, who sell their wares 
at humanism's booth. 
But Christ himself refused their praise, 
their seeing him as good. 
"But one is good, and he is God" 
was clearly understood. 
No choice between them he allowed. 
His goodness falls away 
should we refuse to claim the two: 
that we both learn and pray. 
—Ray M. Zercher 
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Keys to strengthening 
our life together 
by Harvey R. Sider 
IN THE BOOK Fearfully and Wonderfully Made, Paul Brand and Philip Yancey tell a fascinat-
ing "monkey story." A Dr. Harlow at 
the University of Wisconsin noticed 
that monkeys seemed emotionally at-
tached to cloth pads lying in their 
cages. So he constructed two mon-
keys, one out of terry cloth with a 
light bulb behind her to radiate heat, 
and another one made entirely out of 
wire mesh. Four babies were taught to 
nurse from the terry cloth mother and 
four from the wire mesh mother. Each 
baby could get milk only from the 
mother assigned to it. 
Surprisingly, the babies assigned 
to the wire mesh mother would make 
contact only for food. All eight baby 
monkeys related to the terry cloth 
"mother." They hugged her, patted 
her, and perched on her. When fright-
ened, all eight would seek refuge 
from the terry cloth monkey. Harlow 
concluded by suggesting that, "The 
primary function of nursing is that of 
ensuring frequent and intimate body 
contact of the infant with the mother. 
Certainly, man cannot live by milk 
alone." 
"Bonding" is rich in meaning. A 
carpenter bonds two pieces of wood 
Harvey Sider is Moderator of the Brethren 
in Christ Church, and lives in Fort Erie, 
Ontario. 
April 1992 
with glue. Collectors bond a prized 
piece of broken china for re-use or 
display. Bonding stretches beyond the 
physical, affecting the spirit and emo-
tions. In his books Bonding and Re-
bonding, Dr. Donald Joy of Asbury 
Theological Seminary shows how the 
physical, spiritual, and emotional 
aspects of human nature interact with 
each other. 
Contemporary studies show the 
value of early emotional bonding of a 
baby with its mother. Constant rein-
forcement of love through touch and 
caring deeds contributes to the 
healthy development of the child. 
Some parents perceive bonding to be 
so crucial that one of them will leave 
secular employment to remain home 
during the early, impressionable years 
of their developing child(ren). 
A number of factors contribute to 
the health and strength of the biolog-
ical family. Likewise Scripture indi-
cates many things which contribute 
positively to living together as the 
body of Christ. None does it better 
than Paul's letter to the church at 
Ephesus where a primary emphasis 
is on relationships. 
It is possible to have the wire mesh 
(in the context of the 1992 General 
Conference—doctrine, priorities, 
structure) in perfect shape. But how 
we really enjoy life together is por-
trayed by the way we relate to each 
other, day in and day out, and at spe-
cific events like our local, regional, 
and general meetings. Bonding 
enables brothers and sisters in the 
Lord to function in such "symphony" 
(4:15-16) that we build each other up 
and cause the world to exclaim, 
"Behold, how they love one anoth-
er." 
In Ephesians Paul emphasizes how 
our bonding with Christ affects our 
relationships with society, the home, 
and the church. The challenge is 
intensely personal—but not individu-
alistic—for we are interrelated. The 
General Conference theme messages 
focus on how our relationship with 
Christ binds us to each other, enabling 
us to live together as members of the 
body and to serve Christ and the 
Church. 
Much of Paul's instruction can be 
subsumed under two key thoughts: 
new life in Christ (2:5), and imitators 
of God (5:1). It is our union with 
Jesus, salvation through his blood 
(1:7; 2:4-8), that brings us into the 
body of Christ and enables us to be 
imitators of his grace and love. The 
pattern for living within the family is 
defined by the parameters of oneness 
in Christ. Words like hostility and 
alienation are replaced by reconcilia-
tion and peace (2:14-22). The one 
foundation (2:20), one building (2:21) 
and one people being "built together" 
(2:22) provide ample reason for a 
wonderful life together. We are bond-
ed by "one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism" (4:5). 
In a very real sense, Paul repeats 
Jesus' prayer in John 17. The unity of 
the body does not rest on country, 
color, creed or organization but on 
Jesus Christ who, as Lord of each per-
son, simultaneously exercises lord-
ship in the church. The most basic 
and initial bonding comes from a new 
and intimate relationship with Jesus. 
Upon this foundation, Paul pro-
ceeds to the second principle. 
Christians are to be "imitators of 
God" living a "life of love," even to 
the extent of giving up one's rights 
(5:1-2). Paul applies this principle by 
identifying some specific things that 
contribute to healthy corporate life. 
The covenant community experience 
occurs to the extent that God's people 
grow in practicing various aspects of 
bonding, such as love and forgive-
ness. These qualities nurture interde-
pendence and unity. The sense of 
needing and supporting each other, 
especially in times of stress, strength-
ens the bond. 
The family that intends to live 
together in harmony must learn to 
exercise the disciplines to which Paul 
refers. Only a few can be identified 
here. 
HUMILITY (4:2) is a genuine will-ingness to try to understand 
someone else's viewpoint. In 
Philippians 2:3 Paul describes it as 
"considering others better than your-
selves." 
How can one possibly concede that 
another's ideas are better than my 
personal opinions about how the local 
church or the denomination should be 
managed? A liberal supply of humil-
ity would create less controversy 
when there is a change in the order of 
the worship service, or when a choice 
must be made in the color of the new 
carpet. True humility recognizes that 
I do not have all the right answers. 
People are torn or bonded in propor-
tion to their ability to consider the 
interests of others and not just of self 
(Phil. 2:4). Paul ties humility and 
gentleness together (Eph. 4:2). As I 
reflect on persons with whom I have 
associated in Canada, India, and the 
United States, those who seem most 
inflexible, unyielding, and disagree-
able often appear to lack the grace of 
humility and gentleness. Such per-
sons tend to create havoc in both bio-
logical and church families. 
Unity does not mean we all must 
look, think, or talk alike but it does 
lead us to "imitate God" (5:1). We 
are to have the same attitude that 
Jesus displayed when "he humbled 
himself and became obedient to 
death—even death on a cross" (Phil. 
2:5-8). Life together demands humil-
ity, without which mutual submission 
becomes a nightmare (5:22-23). 
PATIENCE often seems limited where people live together. 
Observe a parent with a small child in 
a shopping mall. If the child cannot 
keep up or tends to wander away, 
anger and abuse fall upon the helpless 
child. When parents grow old and can 
no longer keep up, patience wears out 
and the abuse is heaped upon the par-
ents. 
Why do we tend to treat strangers 
more patiently, both in words and 
actions, than those with whom we rub 
shoulders day after day? We tend to 
be "snappy" with our parents, chil-
dren, and spouse but very patient with 
non-relatives. 
Unfortunately, the same trend 
occurs in the church. On more occa-
sions than I care to remember, I have 
witnessed a "shouting match" 
As we commit 
ourselves to Christ 
and to each other, 




the vitality to 
serve Christ and 
the world. 
between two Christians, and even in a 
congregational meeting. Cruel words, 
half-truths or even complete false-
hoods were spoken that should never 
have been uttered—often due to a 
lack of patience. Humility and gen-
tleness are to be followed with 
patience which means "bearing with 
one another in love" (4:2). 
Impatience destroys solidarity. 
Patience is the oil, the "stretch fac-
tor" that enables people to live in 
peace with joy and harmony. 
Impatience drains power from ser-
vice. Patience enables family mem-
bers to listen. 
The Indian proverb, "Don't criti-
cize me until you have walked a mile 
in my moccasins" is a good reminder 
that we all need patience. We may not 
understand each other's viewpoints, 
but a commitment to patience will 
move us closer together. 
SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE (4:15) is a challenge to even the 
most dedicated family member. Harsh 
truth alone tends toward hostility. 
Mushy love alone may destroy by 
complacency. Neither is appropriate. 
Tough love combines truth and love. 
In his book The Church Before the 
Watching World, Francis Schaeffer 
shows how the family can and needs 
to debate differences without destroy-
ing each other. Love is the ingredient 
that tempers attitudes. The church 
family, by both its deeds and words, 
has a golden opportunity to reveal to 
everyone something of the character 
of God (5:1)—a unique combination 
of love and holiness. 
The biblical norm for a Christian 
family is found at the end of Ephe-
sians chapter five and beginning 
chapter six. Truth and love are held in 
appropriate tension, creating the kind 
of relationships that unite husband 
and wife, parents and children. Paul 
transfers the concept to the body of 
Christ. The church family shows 
health and strength when it can debate 
vigorously (Acts 15) in order to 
examine all perspectives of the 
"truth." We encourage debate to more 
perfectly understand the issues. Truth 
has been compared to a ball where 
one sees only the side (s)he faces. My 
side could be colored yellow and 
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yours green. Without both perspec-
tives we miss the whole. Speaking 
the truth in love removes the need for 
impatience or anger, since our goal 
in life together is a holistic ministry. 
FORGIVENESS climaxes the chapter. What a wonderful remedy Paul 
prescribes for forgiveness! "Get rid 
of all bitterness, rage and anger, . . . 
along with every form of malice. Be 
kind and compassionate to one anoth-
er, forgiving each other, just as in 
Christ God forgave you" (4:31-32). 
Paul summarizes his instructions 
on unity in the body of Christ by say-
ing that we can't forgive and hate at 
the same time. Jesus expresses a sim-
ilar truth in Matthew 7:15-20 when 
he says that bitter and sweet, good 
and evil do not come from the same 
source. 
The love chapter (1 Cor. 13) rein-
forces Paul's words in Ephesians. 
Various translations help us better 
understand verse 5 by words like, 
"Love keeps no record of wrongs" 
and "Love pays no attention to a suf-
fered wrong" (Amplified). Lewis 
Smedes in Forgive and Forget re-
minds us that "Love makes forgiving 
a creative violation of all the rules for 
keeping score" (p. 81). Nothing is 
more bonding than seeking, giving 
and receiving forgiveness. 
Bonding occurs as we commit our-
selves to Christ and to each other. Our 
life together becomes personally and 
corporately healthy, providing the 
vitality to serve Christ and the world 
through a deep relationship with him 
and his body. 
"Blest be the tie that binds our 
hearts in Christian love"! 
Reflections on NAE convention 
NAE celebrates 
50 years 
by Harvey R. Sider 
For what will we remember the 
50th anniversary of the National 
Association of Evangelicals (NAE)? 
For some it will be the great preach-
ing by evangelical leaders like Bill 
Hybels and Peter Kuzmic, for others 
the opportunity for personal conver-
sation with Billy Graham, or the con-
certs of prayer. 
The NAE Board of Administration 
members enjoyed a very memorable 
event at the opening dinner when 10 
of the past presidents each gave three-
minute vignettes. Dr. Arthur M. 
Climenhaga, the only past executive 
director present, culminated these 
many speeches by reminiscing on the 
value and ministry of NAE. 
Reflections of Brethren in Christ 
persons describe the impact of the 
celebrations: 
"Fellowship is the word best de-
scribing the convention. It was evi-
dent that strong fellowship exists 
among the various constituencies. We 
enjoyed our contacts within the Social 
Action Commission. As always the 
gathering of Brethren in Christ folks 
was a highlight. . . . A celebratory 
atmosphere permeated the convention 
in recognition of 50 years of fellow-
ship and cooperation. A continuing 
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challenge is to broaden that fellow-
ship to include not only current NAE 
folk, but also evangelicals of minori-
ty heritage (black evangelicals were 
conspicuously scarce). There is also 
continuing need to channel that coop-
eration into life-changing ministry to 
a non-Christian world" (Sam and 
Lucy Brubaker). 
"In a day of economic, political, 
and social confusion, of failing reli-
gious values, what a joy to partici-
pate in the 50th anniversary conven-
tion. Here we have doctrinal stability, 
spiritual purpose, and missionary call-
ing, as we face whatever days lie 
ahead of us. . . . The NAE has had a 
ministry to the Brethren in Christ and, 
in return, the Brethren in Christ to 
NAE through many leaders, such as 
C.N. Hostetter, Jr., Henry Ginder, and 
Alvin Burkholder. I thank the Lord 
that I have had the personal privilege 
of being a part of the NAE ministry" 
(Arthur Climenhaga). 
"It is difficult to effectively com-
municate the inspiration, encourage-
ment, available resources, and 
renewed energy that comes when 
attending the NAE convention. As a 
small denomination we become part 
of a strong and effective movement— 
15,000,000 strong. . . . It was dis-
tressing to note the lack of interest on 
the Brethren in Christ part—no pas-
tors or bishops were present. As a 
unique group we have so much to 
give and, in return, so much to gain 
by being part of this association of 
evangelicals. . . . Unity with diversi-
ty—something we struggle with in 
our own group—is found in the NAE 
as a shining example of the move-
ment of the Holy Spirit in the body of 
Christ" (Lona Climenhaga). 
"One of the great privileges is to 
experience the worship services. 
Participating in the enthusiastic 
singing of evangelical leaders, get-
ting involved in the concerts of prayer 
led by David Bryant, and listening to 
the great preaching of persons like 
Jay Kessler, Dennis Kinlaw, Joel 
Gregory, and Bill Hybels help us keep 
our respective ministries in true per-
spective. . . . I enjoyed the experience 
of talking with and getting ideas from 
other denominational leaders in the 
areas of Christian higher education, 
missions, and stewardship. These 
interactions help me to appreciate 
again the privilege of being Brethren 
in Christ" (Donald R. Shafer). 
Since the theme of the convention 
was "Forward In Faith," it was appro-
priate that an ad hoc group has begun 
to mobilize "Toward the Year 2000." 
Part of its purpose statement reads, 
"The National Forum on 
Evangelization and Church Planting 
is a cooperative effort by denomina-
tional leaders of America to share the 
gospel of Christ with every person in 
our nation by the year 2000. . . . We 
will accomplish this through prayer 
and sharing of vision, goals, informa-
tion, and resources." 
Harvey R. Sider is the Brethren in Christ 
representative to NAE. 
Hershey, 
Teleharvest 
by Leigh Anne Feeney 
In January of 1991 the Hershey 
Brethren in Christ Church adopted a 
vision statement identifying them-
selves as "a community of believers 
celebrating . . . serving . . . and shar-
ing God's truth with our neighbors." 
Within a month, the Atlantic 
Conference Board for Evangelism 
and Church Planting (BECP) made 
an opportunity available for the con-
gregation to experience their vision 
statement—and the instrument that 
they proposed using was the tele-
phone. 
Reaching communities by tele-
phone, called a "teleharvest," is not a 
new idea. Norm Wahn, a church 
growth expert for the Friends denom-
ination, developed his teleharvest 
plan, "The Phone's For You," more 
than a dozen years ago. Since then, it 
has been used successfully in some 
4,000 churches all over America. 
The Southside Community Breth-
ren in Christ Church in Denver, Colo., 
is a two-year-old church planting that 
celebrated its first Sunday with 245 
worshippers, all invited in the eight 
weeks beforehand by volunteers who 
used the teleharvest program. They 
now average nearly 150. 
The Hershey church, already in 
existence for four years, welcomed 
the offer of resources and encourage-
ment from the Atlantic Conference. 
In February 1991 Ray Hock was 
brought in to discuss teleharvest prin-
ciples and share his experiences from 
the Denver and Des Moines projects. 
He met with the local church leader-
ship, Bishop Warren Hoffman, and 
BECP representative Vern Bosserman 
to discuss concerns, erase fears, and 
introduce goals. 
As those goals were shared with 
the regional conference in March, the 
excitement began to mount. October 
27,1991, was chosen as "Celebration 
Sunday"—the target date to which all 
interested prospects would be invited 
to attend. 
More than 80 volunteers signed up 
to phone over a period of three weeks 
beginning Monday night, September 
27. Pastors, as well as regional and 
general conference leadership, joined 
dedicated lay people from Hershey 
and other Atlantic Conference 
churches in sustaining enthusiasm 
and vision over 17 three and one-half 
hour calling periods. Volunteers 
baked cookies, addressed envelopes, 
and licked thousands of stamps for 
follow-up mailings. 
John Somers, a deacon at Pequea 
Brethren in Christ Church, made over 
20 hours of phone calls. Jay Sisco, 
pastor of the Hummelstown church, 
sacrificed several evt. lings to phone 
and to encourage other callers. The 
entire church board from the Fairland 
Brethren in Christ Church, in Cleona, 
spent at least one evening on the 
phones. 
For many callers, one of the major 
challenges to overcome was fear. 
Diane Benedek, a board member at 
the Hershey church, was initially 
apprehensive: "It was scary at first— 
I wondered how I would handle 
somebody who got angry. But it was 
neat talking to people, and finding out 
how receptive they really were." 
And despite a few hang-ups and 
angry comments, the community was 
overwhelmingly responsive. The 
Hershey teleharvest resulted in 
17,109 "dial-ups," and callers found 
that more than 40 percent of those 
contacted were unchurched. One 
thousand two hundred and forty-three 
people asked for additional 
information on the exciting 
new church in their commu-
nity and each received five 
pieces of attractive literature 
as well as a follow-up phone 
call just before Celebration 
Sunday. 
The phone room, where nine 
additional lines were brought 
into the church for one month. 
Pictured phoning (from left): 
Marge Eyer, Annette Hauck, 
Harold Chubb, Pastor Ric 
Feeney, Marilyn Heisey, Doug 
Shirk, Bishop Warren Hoffman, 
Winnie Hock, and John Eyer. 
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October 27, 1991, made all the 
work over the previous months 
worthwhile. "Celebration Sunday, to 
me, was a complete high," says 
Benedek. "It was wonderful to be 
together and to hear the stories of 
people waiting for God—who had 
then received our phone call." 
Herm Rhoads was one of those 
new people. He is enthusiastic about 
the calling that brought him and his 
wife, Cindy, back to church after 
many years away. "What made [the 
phone call] so good was that it was 
personalized," says Rhoads. "There 
was no pressure; and on Celebration 
Sunday, as soon as we walked in the 
door we could feel the friendly atmo-
sphere. We were very impressed." 
Cindy Rhoads agrees: "We were 
just waiting to see what was happen-
ing. We had never joined a church, 
and we were taken in by the ser-
vices." 
The teleharvest resulted in an 
October 27 worship celebration with 
more than 200 in attendance! One 
hundred new people that the callers 
had introduced themselves to over the 
phone had followed God's urging and 
had attended on that special celebra-
tion day. 
The results, even now, continue to 
be exciting and gratifying. Of the 100 
new people that attended on October 
27, 70 have stayed and become 
involved. The average attendance has 
gone from 53 in 1991 to 103 at the 
present time, and the congregation 
has begun wearing name tags to make 
it easier for newcomers (and old 
timers) to remember names and to 
feel at home. Pastor Ric Feeney is 
leading a New Friends class made up 
of 14 people who first heard about 
the Hershey church by phone, and 
now are preparing to enter the "Life 
With God" membership class. 
Ray Hock has been hired as Pastor 
of Care, establishing small groups and 
coordinating follow-up of both new 
and old friends. 
And the personal stories are inspir-
ing. Melanie, a single mother of twin 
teenage boys, has made Hershey 
Brethren in Christ her church home, 
and is already involved in Sunday 
school and a small group for parents. 
Ron and Darlene Hess, along with 
their teenagers Sarah and Jason, are 
anticipating becoming members at 
Hershey—and Darlene is taking lead-
ership in setting up the new church 
library. 
Even though the congregation has 
experienced some growing pains, the 
rewards outweigh the struggles. 
Along with people with needs, says 
Diane Benedek, "We've also been 
given many people who want to be 
involved." 
Herm and Cindy Rhoads are glad 
that somebody from the Hershey 
Brethren in Christ Church cared 
enough to pick up the phone one 
night to call them. "I hadn't been to 
church regularly in a long time," says 
Herm, "and I feel it 's a good 
approach. This is something I haven't 
experienced in other churches." M 
Brethren in Christ Encyclopedia planned 
Everything you wanted to know 
Readers will soon be able quickly and easily to find infor-
mation on virtually any subject—present and past—relating to 
the Brethren in Christ Church. The source for this information 
is an encyclopedia of the denomination; its sponsor is the 
Brethren in Christ Historical Society. 
The encyclopedia will contain a history of all congrega-
tions (including those no longer in existence), many biogra-
phies, and articles on a wide range of subjects, such as doc-
trines, practices, organizations, institutions, events, move-
ments, and missions. The churches outside North America will 
be well covered, with nationals writing many of the articles 
relating to their own countries. Photographs, illustrations, and 
anecdotes will add interest and meaning to the articles. 
E. Morris Sider, Professor of History and English 
Literature at Messiah College, serves as general editor of the 
encyclopedia. He is assisted by an editorial board whose 
members are Beth Mark, Nancy Kreider, Nancy Heisey, Jay 
McDermond, Martin Schrag, David Zercher, Harvey Sider 
and Ray Zercher. 
Alice Grace Zercher of Nappanee, Indiana, serves as chair-
person of an advisory council, comprised of representative 
persons from the regional conferences. The function of this 
body is to provide feedback to the work of the editorial board, 
to suggest subjects and writers, and to assist in reviewing 
manuscripts. 
In beginning its work, the editorial board has had the excel-
lent counsel of two editors of denominational encyclope-
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dias—Donald Durnbaugh of the Brethren Encyclopedia and 
C. J. Dyck of the Mennonite Encyclopedia. 
Persons interested in writing an article for the encyclope-
dia should write to Dr. Sider at Messiah College, Grantham, 
PA 17027. 
An information session on the encyclopedia will be held at 
General Conference over the afternoon dinner hour on 
Monday, July 6. All interested persons are invited to this ses-
sion. 
The editorial board (seated, left to right): Morris Sider, Ray 
Zercher, Harvey Sider, Nancy Kreider, Beth Mark. (Standing, left 
to right): Nancy Heisey, Martin Schrag, David Zercher, Donald 
Durnbaugh (Church of the Brethren editor of the Brethren 
Encyclopedia, and guest at the first meeting), Jay McDermond. 
Most persons in North America are 
now aware that the Mideast includes 
the nations around the eastern Medi-
terranean Sea and around the Persian 
Gulf. 
When Mennonite Central Com-
mittee invited 12 persons to visit the 
Mideast, it was my privilege to be a 
part of this pastoral church leader 
team. It was my perception that Israel 
is the center and stability of all the 
countries, but my ideas of "the holy 
land" were shattered. It was stormy 
and rainy, cold, and even snowed dur-
ing our days in Jerusalem. The high 
visibility of the Israeli police and 
army, along with the strikes and resis-
tance of the Palestinian intifada, gives 
one a clear message of the hate, fear, 
and constant threat of violence. It 
seems to me Jesus is still weeping 
over the city of Jerusalem. 
But I'm ahead of my story. On 
January 21, after orientation, our 
group (three from Canada, one from 
Europe, eight from the United States) 
began our contacts in Amman, 
Jordan; from there to Damascus, 
Syria; and then down to Cairo, Egypt. 
From Egypt we came to Israel and 
the occupied West Bank and finished 
our days in the Mideast on the island 
of Cypress. 
The Mideast-
where faith is fierce 
and cultures clash 
, by R. Donald Shafer 
Don Shafer is General Secretary of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
The purpose of this pastoral visit 
was to listen and learn from the 
churches of the Mideast. We also 
went to express our interest, concern, 
and deep sadness for the aftermath of 
suffering and burden brought to the 
Mideast as a result of the Persian Gulf 
war. 
What did we learn? We found an 
ancient church, but a lively church. 
To be sure, the forms are traditional 
and more formal in some ways, but it 
is a church that is serving and caring 
in the midst of political and econom-
ic hard times. We found a church 
among the Greek Orthodox, Melkite 
Orthodox, Syrian Orthodox, Coptic 
Orthodox, and Evangelicals that is 
growing toward a unified voice. 
These Christians are inviting us in the 
West to come and stand with them in 
a call for justice and acts of compas-
sion. We were encouraged to visit the 
"living stones," the Christians of the 
Mideast, and not just the "dead 
stones," the ancient landmarks. 
Indeed, we also found a hurting 
church. Masses of people, including 
believers, are leaving the Mideast to 
seek employment, a decent living, 
and a more promising future. As in 
the West, the Eastern church is also 
divided by interpretations of Scripture 
about prophecy and the role of the 
Old Testament. The church suffers 
from misled fundamentalist groups, 
be they Jewish, Islamic, or Christian. 
Perhaps the most painful message of 
hurt is the misunderstanding of the 
churches in the West when we often 
fail to recognize oppression and, in 
fact, may often support oppressors. 
In many places, Christians are not 
permitted to erect buildings of wor-
ship or make a public witness. 
The human suffering, especially 
among the Palestinians, was a heavy 
message to us. They are humiliated 
by an occupation force of curfews and 
harassment including imprisonment 
and sometimes beatings that result in 
death. Many have been forcefully 
removed from their land of birth and 
are ignored in the assemblies and 
peace conferences of the world. But it 
wasn't just the Palestinians. We also 
heard of suffering among the Iraqis, 
Lebanese, Syrians, Egyptians, 
Jordanians, Cypriots, and Jews who 
seek to follow Jesus. 
We found all parties in the Middle 
East to have a deeply rooted love and 
passion for the land. Those who want 
to live there seek to find ways to share 
the land and live with one another in 
mutual, helpful interdependence. We 
concluded that there will be no lasting 
peace in the Middle East unless the 
issue of the land is carefully 
addressed. 
It is also true that we found a living 
hope. We were deeply moved as we 
sat with and witnessed a group of 
Jews and Palestinians honestly shar-
ing their differences with each other, 
but with a commitment to work 
things out without violence. This took 
place in an upper room in the 
Rapprochement Center, just outside 
Jerusalem. It was a holy time and a 
sign of hope. As one priest said, "We 
must not hate, for hate only destroys." 
Another Arab pastor said, "Peace in 
the Middle East will only come 
10 Evangelical Visitor 
Opposite page: Don stands in front of the 
ancient monastery atop Mount Nebo on a 
January Sunday afternoon. 
Right: Strong coffee in a glass was the 
Bedouin welcome at East Mafreq, a vil-
lage in northeastern Jordan served by 
MCC. This ceremony was followed by 
reports of needs and accomplishments of 
the village, then a no-holds-barred 
"mansef " a communal meal of rice, 
yogurt sauce, and mutton. 
through friendship." A Coptic bishop 
admonished us, "Believe in the Holy 
Spirit!" Yes, there is a living hope 
among the believers and churches of 
the Mideast. 
What will we do? It is clear to our 
visiting team that we must tell the 
story of the realities we have seen and 
heard in the Mideast. We must stand 
with the church there in solidarity and 
hope. We must join them in their hope 
for a breaking down of the walls of 
hostility. 
We will need to speak to our gov-
ernments in the West to call for jus-
tice and to encourage our leaders to 
address the oppressed. We will sup-
port those efforts that lead to peace 
and negotiation. 
We must get involved. As one 
parish priest said, "Get your hands 
dirty. You may die with clean hands, 
but they will be empty." Above all, 
we will pray. It is not all we should 
do, but it is the one thing we can all 
do and must do. 
We thank God for our MCC work-
ers in the Middle East. It was a joy to 
experience their hospitality. It was our 
privilege to share in the deep spiritu-
ality and reverence of the Middle 
Eastern Christians as we worshipped, 
prayed, and sang with them. 
We join our brothers and sisters in 
their longing for peace and feel their 
compassion for the suffering of the 
dispossessed and dislocated people in 
the wake of the Gulf war. 
Before the visit began and as our 
church leaders counseled me to go, I 
prayed that God would give me eyes 
to see and ears to hear. I was remind-
ed that whenever we see a stranger 
and visit, see hunger and feed, see 
thirst and give drink, see those need-
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ing garments and give clothes, see the 
sick and imprisoned and visit—when 
we do anything for the least, we do it 
for the Lord (Matthew 26). 
The visiting team came back West 
with a deep love and concern for the 
church in the Middle East. We were 
challenged to renew our commitment 
to stand with and strengthen the 
churches there. We left the Middle 
East with a hope for justice, tempered 
with mercy and compassion, in the 
land where Jesus worked and taught, 
died, and rose again. Along with Paul 
and all who follow, we ask: Lord, 
what would you have us do? 
We can be grateful to MCC, of 
which we are partners, to care for this 
part of our broken world in the name 
of Christ. • 
wtaM 
We are trying to locate three persons 
who have lifetime subscriptions to the 
Visitor but are "missing." In two cases, 
the persons evidently moved but may 
have given us incomplete forwarding 
addresses, and the Post Office was not 
able to give us the correct address. 
Mrs. John Kraybill, formerly of 
Rheems and Elizabethtown, 
Pa.; last known address was in 
Leesburg, Florida. 
James and Lorinda C. Fortner, 
of Naples, Florida. 
Mrs. Harold McKinney (former-
ly Mrs. Paul Buckwalter); for-
merly from St. Petersburg, 
Fla., and Denbigh, Va.; last 
known address was in 
Newport News, Va. 






, by Curtis Byers 
Protestants, as a rule, don't believe in 
holy water. But on Saturday January 4, 
the Vale Farm Recreation Centre in North 
West London had thousands of gallons of 
it. On this evening, the ordinary chlori-
nated water in their swimming pool was 
the means through which 11 people cele-
brated, through believer's baptism, their 
coming into new life in Christ. "Cele-
bration" is a key word here. As each per-
son came out of water the "congregation" 
assembled around the pool broke into 
cheers and clapping. Four of these are 
people with whom I'd developed a spe-
cial relationship. 
Anna is 84 years old and a former bal-
lerina. Her house overlooks the shopping 
area in which we have our open air ser-
vices. She became curious as to what we 
did down there and came to find out. This 
resulted in her renewing her relationship 
with God and recognizing her need to 
signify her adult commitment to Jesus 
Christ, even though she had been chris-
tened as a baby and been a lifelong 
Anglican. 
Siobhan I met while I was doing door-
to-door work and then followed up that 
visit when inviting people to hear Billy 
Graham. Siobhan and her husband Nobby 
went to hear Graham, but didn't respond. 
Some weeks later, however, Siobhan 
gave her life to Jesus Christ. As I fol-
lowed up that commitment over the next 
two years, I saw this intelligent woman 
forcefully confronted by the Holy Spirit 
in many areas in her life, most dealing 
with the practical issues of being a wife 
and mother, and yet profound in their 
spiritual implications. Siobhan now com-
piles a weekly prayer guide for the 
church. 
Gary is a 33-year-old West Indian and, 
though British, a former U.S. Marine. He 
became a Christian only a few months 
ago. He lives in the same building as 
Carol, one of our newer members. 
Carol's sister discovered our church 
through an open air service and now both 
sisters and another friend from their home 
town of Nottingham are church members. 
Carol brought Gary to church for seven 
months before I prayed with him to ask 
Jesus Christ to take charge of his life. 
Gaynor is a vivacious red-headed 
Liverpudlian. (This is not a rare species 
of bird, but rather someone who hails 
from Liverpool.) A devout Roman 
Catholic all her life, she was convicted of 
her need for a personal relationship with 
God through the ministry of a godly 
Ghanaian man at her workplace. She 
went to hear Billy Graham and gave her 
life to the Lord. She remembered our 
Billy Graham literature and called to find 
out more about the Brentwater Church. 
Gaynor's husband, Vijay, is 
Hindu by background and has yet 
to give his life to the Lord. Yet 
Vijay faithfully attends church, 
helps out in any way he can and 
now Gaynor and Vijay host the 
homegroup which I lead with 
Carol, referred to above. 
This homegroup was started 
two weeks after the baptism. In it 
are Anna, Gary, Gaynor and 
The entire baptismal group (I. to 
r.): Chris Way, Colin Nullis, 
Rebecca Duthie, Andrew Daniel, 
Hari Kerai, Marina Kokkinos, 
Adam Simmonds, Siobhan Talbot, 
Anna Scott-Francis, Gary 
Moncrieffe, and Gaynor Desai. 
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Vijay, Carol and Carol's hometown 
friend, Devalin, among others. Also in 
our homegroup is Julia, who came to our 
church with a badly crippled leg, a para-
lyzing emotional crisis and later, debili-
tating migraines. When more routine 
forms of prayer failed to address these 
problems two of our church members 
prayed for her for a half hour each day for 
two weeks. At the end of this time her leg 
was completely healed, her migraines 
were gone, and it was the beginning of a 
dramatic improvement in her emotional 
illness. She secured permanent full-time 
employment for the first time in six years 
and now has a demanding but rewarding 
job with special needs children. 
In the very first meeting of our newly 
constituted homegroup at Vijay and 
Gaynor's home were friends of Vijay's, 
Maureen and Joanne, a mother and 
daughter. Their son and brother had been 
killed in a car accident a year previously 
and they had not found comfort from 
their Catholicism. They came to the 
homegroup because they had been invit-
ed to Gaynor's baptism and found the 
service surprisingly enjoyable. Despite 
knowing only Vijay and Gaynor, when 
they came to the homegroup meeting, 
they shared freely and we stopped the 
meeting to pray for them. 
Also part of our homegroup is Sheila. 
Sheila is a friend of Allen, a young man 
who became a Christian over a year ago 
out of a drug background. Humanly 
speaking, I saw little hope of Allen mak-
ing it. Yet a year later he is still a Chris-
tian, holding down a job, and now 
responsible for his friend Sheila coming 
to church. 
Christian ministry in Brent is tough 
and often discouraging. And yet one open 
air event brought in Anna, and another, 
Carol, her sister and a friend. Then Carol 
brought Gary to church, which resulted in 
his becoming a Christian. Door-to-door 
work brought in Siobhan, and Gaynor 
came because a leaflet dropped through 
her door. Gaynor's husband Vijay's 
friends came to a baptism service and 
then to a homegroup. Allen left a drug 
lifestyle to follow Jesus and a friend fol-
lowed him into the church. 
A seed is planted, and then grows into 
a plant, producing many more seeds. The 
harvest is not just new Christians, but the 
growth of those Christians into changed 
people, sometimes physically changed 
people, who themselves share the good 
news with others. Plant, harvest, plant 








by Thelma Book 
Monday, January 19,1992—We spent 
all day yesterday at the Yamanota Church 
in Shimonoseki celebrating the publish-
ing in Japanese of Doyle's book, The 
Threshold Is High. We were asked sev-
eral weeks ago to set this Sunday aside 
because they wanted to have a "little cer-
emony." The book has been out for 
almost two months now, so it all seemed 
pretty anticlimactic to me. But we duti-
fully filled out the proper forms to get 
permission to miss school on that day. 
(Sunday chapel is required at our school, 
you may remember.) 
We were asked to share in the morn-
ing worship service also. They asked me 
to speak to the children for about 10 min-
utes. This is a task I always feel uncertain 
about in Japan because I'm not very good 
at children's Japanese, a language with its 
own expressions and word endings dif-
ferent from polite adult Japanese. I tend 
to speak too politely to children, and they 
think it's hilarious. But someone must 
have given them "what's what" ahead of 
time because they really behaved 
admirably. All of them came from church 
families and have gotten used to foreign-
ers' Japanese, I guess. Tojo Sensei's two 
boys are really sharp. They tried to 
answer all the questions before anyone 
else got a chance, and they were "right 
on." As is almost always the case in 
Japan, the boys speak right up, but the 
girls remain demurely sweet and some-
what aloof from "intellectual discourse." 
Doyle gave a message on "We are 
God's Workmanship," very appropriate 
PHOTO: Dr. Takanobu Tojo holds up 
copies of both the English and Japanese 
edition. 
when everyone was concentrating on Mr. 
Okazaki's last creation before he died— 
the translation of Doyle's own long labor, 
The Threshold Is High. 
More about Mr. Okazaki. Concern had 
been expressed that Mr. Okazaki's trans-
lation might be in an older style and too 
difficult for some people, and that this 
might limit the usefulness of the book for 
younger readers. But given the increasing 
debilitation of Mr. Okazaki's strength, 
his dying wish to see the book published, 
and the fact that the entire project was 
initiated and carried through by the lead-
ers of the church in Japan—a marvelous 
expression of faith!—there was nothing 
we could do about making final sugges-
tions. But judging by the reception the 
book has received so far, it is quite read-
able, at least to those who remember the 
events in the book. 
Among things shared by family mem-
bers and others close to Mr. Okazaki 
while he was translating the book, one 
that came up again and again was his 
meticulous attention to detail. He was 
concerned to represent the exact meaning 
and even the very nuances of the original. 
He also tried his best to preserve the orig-
inal style of the manuscript. I remember 
his saying to me several times that he felt 
the style of writing was very important to 
the meaning of the book. I think he meant 
the fact that it was written for the person 
in the pew rather than the "missions 
expert." Mrs. Nishimura shared that she 
had seen Mr. and Mrs. Okazaki going 
over the translation one day. Mr. Okazaki 
was getting weaker day by day, but there 
were still some places he wanted to work 
over. He did not have the strength to erase 
and re-write, but he was reading the 
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The Brethren in Christ Conference in 
Japan presented flowers to Mrs. Hideko 
Okazaki (right, widow of the translator), 
to author Doyle Book, and to his wife 
Thelma. 
words and Mrs. Okazaki was erasing and 
re-writing for him. His translation was 
truly a labor of love. Before he died, he 
expressed his feeling that the translation 
of this history of the Japan Brethren in 
Christ mission and the founding of the 
church was his life contribution to the 
Japan church. It is true that most of the 
energy of his life went into his secular 
job, teaching. The Japanese idea of a 
good teacher is one who is consumed by 
his responsibilities to job and students 
and gives himself unstintingly, to the 
practical exclusion of everything else. 
Just the fact that Mr. Okazaki became a 
Christian, the first in his village, was per-
haps his greatest testimony. He had the 
satisfaction of knowing the manuscript 
was at the publishers when he died, 
although he never saw the finished prod-
uct as he had so earnestly wished. 
I said in the first paragraph that this 
"coming out party" for the Japanese 
translation seemed rather on the late side 
to me. After the morning service, those 
who planned to stay for the afternoon ate 
lunch of noodle soup prepared by the 
church ladies. At 2:30 p.m. we gathered 
once again in the sanctuary for what we 
had supposed would be a half-hour cele-
bration. We had not remotely envisioned 
what actually took place. Gradually, the 
reasons behind the planning became 
clear. The church had postponed the 
"coming out" so that people would have 
time to read the book before the party. 
They had sent complimentary copies to 
many church-related people and invited 
them to the celebration. So leaders and 
representatives from all the Yamaguchi 
Prefecture churches were there to give 
input. It became an inspiring testimony 
time. Mr. Okano from Hagi said that it 
was like reading his own faith biography 
as he followed the beginnings of the 
church in its wider implications. Mrs. 
Nishimura from Nagato talked about the 
impact of the missionaries on her life and 
her gratitude for the coming of the 
Brethren in Christ to rural Japan. Three 
ladies spoke from the Yamanota Church, 
all with beginnings in Hagi in the early 
years of the mission. Their faces shone as 
they related the contents of the book to 
their own spiritual journeys. 
It came to me that the effect on the 
Japanese church of their reading this story 
resembles the effect that reading the Bible 
in their own tongue has on those tribal 
peoples among whom Wycliffe mission-
aries work turning spoken languages into 
written ones. It's as if for the first time 
they see how their faith fits into the wider 
picture of how God is working through 
his Church in this part of his vineyard. 
Mrs. Okazaki, Doyle, and I were 
called forward to receive beautiful floral 
bouquets of tulips, sweet peas, and baby's 
breath. The tulips were still closed when 
we brought them home, but they opened 
today. It's like living in a greenhouse. 
We have one bouquet here in the little 
sitting room where I'm writing this letter 
and one on the kitchen table. In addition 
to the flowers, we each received a quali-
ty fountain pen—cartridge style. I'd lost 
my good fountain pen years ago, so I 
really appreciate this gift. They are 
expensive-looking pens of German man-
ufacture. 
Last in the program Mr. Nishimura 
from Nagato gave a highly inspiring mes-
sage encouraging us to hold high the ban-
ner and press forward in the work of the 
Lord. When we checked our watches, we 
discovered the "little" publication cele-
bration had lasted just over two hours! 
Everyone who could stay moved again 
upstairs where tables were set up for 
cookies and tea, and, later, omiso soup 
and osushi. Now things really got lively 
as everyone who hadn't had a spot on the 
main program began sharing memories 
and thoughts triggered by the book. 
Needless to say, the enthusiastic response 
was quite overwhelming to us both and 
immensely gratifying for Doyle since the 
interest in the book stateside doesn't 
begin to compare with the response here. 
But we can understand that, to the people 
here, it is their story. Their names are in 
the book; they lived and came to spiritu-
al life during the times presented there. 
Two women who live two and three 
hours away by expensive, fast Bullet train 
came from Okayama and Hiroshima, 
respectively, just to be there for the cele-
bration. The one, Mrs. Kimoto, was a 
member of that little women's Bible class 
which met in our home in Shimonoseki 
so many years ago. She brought her 20-
year-old daughter who was just a baby 
when we left Japan. Both women are 
active in churches where they now live. 
Mrs. Kimoto, who comes from Takibe, 
the Okazakis' town, told me that when 
she started attending her present church, 
she found that one of the staunchest 
members of the congregation was a boy 
her own age from Takibe (now a man 
with a family) who used to make fun of 
her for being interested in the Christian 
meeting. "Who would have thought," he 
told her, "that I would become a 
Christian?" His whole family have 
become Christians apparently. Although 
we never knew him because he never 
came to the Takibe meetings, I'm sure 
the testimony of the Okazaki family must 
have made some impression on him 
along the way. I'm sure heaven is going 
to be a place of great stories! 
A retired pastor of the Kyodan (United 
Church) complimented the book highly. 
He declared that he will recommend that 
every young person in their denomina-
tional seminary read the book. "It will be 
a great help to them in evangelizing in 
this country," he said. He took a copy for 
his seminary and asked for a copy of the 
English edition as well. We were both 
quite surprised by his enthusiastic words. 
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od at work; /# our wor/d 
One strategy 
Curt Byers—London 
I got a crazy idea last summer to chal-
lenge the local high school (lousy repu-
tation, exciting new principal) to become 
the best or most improved school in 
London in two years' time. I wrote an 
eight-page proposal, laying out my vision 
for a rather radical restructuring of edu-
cation. Then, with unbelievable fear and 
trembling, I took the principal to lunch. 
To my great relief, he agreed with my 
complaints about the educational process 
and thought the idea was wonderful. The 
whole project hinged on getting a televi-
sion documentary made about the school 
and the challenge. We talked to two pro-
ducers and got a commitment from BBC 
(not Board for Brotherhood Concerns!) to 
do the documentary if we fulfill the con-
ditions laid down in our proposal. Then 
we contacted an educational publisher, 
who is also thrilled with the idea. 
Why am I doing this? What does all 
this have to do with church-planting? 
Door-to-door evangelism has proved to 
be very time-consuming, and creative 
alternatives like this one bring us in con-
tact with people who need the truth. To 
date I have found no way to get to know 
people like myself in our primarily Hindu 
and Moslem community of Neasden. We 
have no strategy to reach the people who 
have the most to do with shaping the life 
of our community. If this plan works I 
will have an open door to talk to the staff 
and students of a high school that is just 
across the street from the place where we 
worship. 
The headmaster is a self-described 
atheist, and I have made it very clear to 
him that I am doing all of this because I 
want to earn the right to make a credible 
presentation of the gospel to him. He has 
no problem with that; in fact, he has very 
nearly admitted that perhaps there is a 
God. 
Please pray that this project makes 
very clear the Brentwater Church's (and 
my) commitment to the local community 
in practical ways, and that it results in 
several faculty members and students 
becoming Christians in the next year. We 
also pray that we can have influence with 
the board of governors, the parents, and 
other families in the community. 
Did they find 
interest? 
Don and Millie Ressler—Glennallen, 
Alaska. Coming out of the Refton, Pa., 
Brethren in Christ Church, Don and 
Millie have worked for more than 20 
years with SEND International in Alaska. 
In September a plane with five work-
ers from SEND International of Alaska 
flew to Providenyia in what was then the 
Soviet Union to see if they could find 
interest in spiritual things and if they 
could be of help. There they found people 
who know they are in need of God and 
who are eager to hear the truth. 
Alaska has a most natural link to 
Siberia. The culture, history, climate, iso-
lation from the center of political identi-
ty, and proximity to the other all make 
ministry exchange logical and opportuni-
ties very possible. 
From this exploratory visit, a plan was 
adopted to send a team of Bible teachers 
and Scripture-song musicians back in 
November. Circumstances delayed the 
departure of this team for a month. But 
when the team returned and gave its 
report, all rejoiced that the timing was 
definitely ordered of the Lord! Both the 
bureaucratic climate and the weather 
were ideal for the December visit. Both 
would have been stormy had they gone in 
November. 
Opportunities abounded to present the 
gospel and to explain biblical truth. Team 
members talked to more than 100 stu-
dents and faculty in a technical school, 
held discussions in an Orthodox church 
meeting room, visited schools in 
Providenyia and the Ureliki Army Base. 
Keep praying for this outreach! 
Three growing 
men 
Roy Peterman—Manheim, Pa. Told to 
Esther Spurrier following a visit to the 
Brethren in Christ Church in Bogota, 
Colombia, where his daughter Nancy 
serves. 
Sergio is a former rebel fighter who 
came to know Jesus Christ several years 
ago and is growing in his understanding 
of following the Lord. While Lois Jean 
and I were visiting he came to talk about 
such diverse issues as church organiza-
tion and what it means to pray in the 
Spirit. 
Ricardo is a 21-year-old engineering 
student who accepted Christ at the 
church's Easter weekend retreat in 1988. 
His walk has not been without its bumps. 
When we met him during a visit that 
same summer, we found him recovering 
from a hangover. This time, however, he 
preached in church the first Sunday we 
were there! His alcoholic father had not 
to that point ever been to church, but he 
waited outside while his son preached 
that morning. He actually came in during 
the evening service, when Ricardo, his 
mother, and siblings sang a special song. 
Pastor Hildas Pava has developed a close 
relationship with this family. 
Augusto has just received a call to 
leave the Niza IX congregation and go 
south to San Martin to serve as visitation 
pastor of a church that grew out of a relief 
effort in that area. This may not seem 
remarkable, except that Augusto was led 
to the Lord through the prison ministry of 
Pastor Hildas. When he was released 
from prison three years ago, Hilcias gave 
him a job transporting the raw materials 
he needed for his jewelry-making busi-
ness. He encouraged Augusto, made him 
accountable, and discipled him in the 
faith. He was rewarded as he watched 
Augusto, in his turn, lead two other men 
to the Lord and disciple them. 
Why does this growth take place? 
Carol Geiger talks about how hungry the 
Colombian people are to hear biblical 
truth. We experienced one illustration of 
this hunger. I was asked to preach a "30-
minute sermon" one Sunday. I shared 
from Philippians the confidence that God 
is doing a work in and among them, that 
they are called to be glad, not sad, about 
the different gifts he has given, that God 
can take a cup of water and make it living 
water. Nancy interpreted for me. We got 
a letter from Nancy recently in which she 
told us that, the week after we left, Pastor 
Hilcias began a Bible study series on the 
book of Philippians. He asked the group 
what they could remember of the sermon 
I had preached. Everyone present could 
remember at least one thing! • 
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Crossing the Bridge 
to the City 
a meeting, a retreat, and a conference 
by Harriet Bicksler 
A small Brethren in Christ church-
planting in Brooklyn (just over the Ver-
razano Bridge) hosted both the February 
meeting of the Board for Brotherhood 
Concerns and an "urban retreat" also 
sponsored by the board. The Church of 
the Rock, pastored by Carlos and 
Leonora Ortiz and with an average atten-
dance of about 25 persons, went all out to 
provide hospitality for 30-35 persons in 
their rented facilities. They fed us won-
derful authentic Brooklyn food: bagels 
and cream cheese, Puerto Rican chicken 
and rice, Italian pasta and sausage. 
Because of their limited resources, they 
enlisted the help of others, including the 
Bronx V.S. unit which is an hour of city 
driving away from Brooklyn. 
Our accommodations were different 
than when we go into traditional Brethren 
in Christ communities (several BBC 
members traveled to and from their lodg-
ing in a limousine and stayed in a home 
which had no furniture because the 
owner's wife had left him, taking every-
thing they owned with her). Our schedule 
also needed to be more flexible because 
we were working with people whose time 
orientation is less rigid than some of us 
are used to and because in the city every-
thing seems to take longer (you can't pre-
dict traffic flow, etc.). 
The idea of going to Brooklyn for a 
BBC meeting and urban retreat came ini-
tially from Carlos Ortiz who invited us 
into his territory. His invitation was then 
confirmed by our commitment as a board 
to increasing denominational vision for 
urban ministry. For some of us from the 
BBC, this was a different experience, 
coming as we do from suburban or rural 
areas. For those in urban ministry who 
joined us, not only from New York City 
but also from Harrisburg, Philadelphia, 
Dayton, and San Francisco, it was a per-
sonal affirmation. Instead of making them 
come to us, we joined them on their own 
turf. 
The urban retreat (which to some may 
seem like a contradiction in terms—how 
can you "retreat" in a city of eight million 
people?) was intended as a time of sup-
port and encouragement for those few 
Brethren in Christ people who are already 
involved in urban ministry as well as a 
time to think about what the church can 
and should be doing in the city. We spent 
time together in worship, sharing, and 
prayer. We were led in thinking about the 
needs of the city by Craig Ellison, a pro-
fessor of counseling and urban ministry at 
Alliance Theological Seminary. And we 
took a "field trip" to visit Bethel Gospel 
Assembly in Harlem which is pastored 
i 
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by Ezra Williams, one of our 
keynote speakers for this sum-
mer's "Bridge to the City" con-
ference in Hamilton, Ontario. 
Craig Ellison spoke the first 
evening on Acts 18:9-10, glean-
ing three guidelines for urban 
ministry out of that brief pas-
sage: 
1. Be faithful, not fearful 
("Do not be afraid...no one is 
going to attack and harm you"). 
2. Be assertive, not passive 
("keep on speaking, do not be 
silent"). 
3. Be visionary, not myopic ("I have 
many people in this city"). 
He forthrightly addressed the fears that 
people have about the city—fears that 
relate primarily to differences in values, 
appearance, and culture and lifestyle. He 
noted that we need to see the city through 
God's eyes and that a passion for Jesus is 
a prerequisite for urban dwellers. 
His second presentation the next 
evening was on "Addressing Felt Needs 
of Urban Dwellers." He said that doing so 
is essential because it is a point of linkage 
with the lost, adds credibility to our com-
munication of the gospel, and is com-
mended by God and demonstrated by 
Christ. He listed several reasons why 
evangelical Christianity has avoided the 
"felt-needs" approach to urban ministry: 
1. Our Greek-mindedness (a tendency 
to separate people into parts rather than 
see them as whole persons). 
2. Our class captivity which leads to 
unintended arrogance and paternalism 
(our way is better). 
3. The professional priesthood. 
4. Self defense (we don't want to lose 
what we have). 
5. A misunderstood mandate. 
During the day in between, we went to 
Harlem to visit Bethel Gospel Assembly. 
A church of 1,000 members, Bethel occu-
pies a former school building which cov-
ers an entire city block. In addition to a 
regular schedule of services, Bethel hous-
es a crisis counseling center, a live-in dis-
cipleship program for men (most of 
whom came as drug addicts or alco-
holics), an emergency food and clothing 
distribution program, and other min-
istries. Ezra Williams told us the story 
not only of how Bethel Gospel Assembly 
began almost 75 years ago, but also of 
how he progressed from being a trouble-
maker in school to pastoring the church 
for the past 26 years. 
For details of those stories, you'll need 
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to come to the "Bridge to the City" pre-
conference event in July. All of us who 
traveled to Harlem, witnessed first-hand 
the ministries of Bethel, and listened to 
Ezra Williams' passion for Christ and for 
the ministry he leads were convinced that 
he will have much to say to the Brethren 
in Christ this summer. Our on-site visit 
was the best commercial we could have 
had; if only lots of others could have seen 
and heard what we did! 
One of the goals of "Bridge to the 
City" is to help the Brethren in Christ to 
rediscover the city as a mission field open 
to the gospel of Jesus Christ. While we 
are doing a number of things right in 
urban ministry (Lifeline Ministries, 
Paxton Ministries, and the Bronx V.S. 
unit are just three examples), there are 
still many Brethren in Christ who fear 
the city and would like to pretend that it 
doesn't exist. Not everyone has to go to 
the city, but knowing the needs of our 
cities, we can hardly close our eyes to 
them and still claim to be Christians who 
care about following Christ. 
With this brief article, I've attempted 
to do three things: (1) report on a signif-
icant and meaningful denominational 
event—the urban retreat; (2) affirm those 
who hosted us in Brooklyn and those who 
came from various places to encourage 
one other in the loneliness that often 
accompanies urban ministry; (3) urge 
attendance at the "Bridge to the City" 
conference so that others will also catch 
some of the vision for urban ministry. 
If you're interested in attending 
"Bridge to the City," featuring Ezra 
Williams and Howard Snyder as keynote 
speakers and a host of others involved in 
urban ministry of one sort or another, 
check the February issue of the Visitor 
for more information. To register for 
meals and accommodations, you must fill 
in and submit Form C of the General 
Conference registration form (from the 
January Visitor). You must also register 
with the Board for Brotherhood Concerns 
for the pre-conference event itself. 
Brochures and registration forms are 
available from the BBC, or you may use 
the registration form on page 16. • 
QeneraC Confer met Information 
What do I need to know about regis-
tration for General Conference? 
All persons planning to attend should 
register by June 5,1992. Please allow 10-14 
days for mail from the U.S. to Canada. 
Those bringing young children are asked 
to register by May 5,1992, if possible, since 
planning for this age level requires extra 
equipment. If you are bringing your own 
playpen or port-a-crib, please attach a note 
to the registration form you send to Darlene 
Arnott, Registrar. 
Registration forms are available in the 
January issue of the Evangelical Visitor, 
from your pastor, and from Winnie Swalm, 
Convention Director, Box 103, Duntroon, 
Ontario, Canada LOM 1H0. 
Upon arrival at McMaster, registration 
and check-in will take place in the upper 
lobby of Ivor Wynne Centre on Friday, July 
3, from 2:00 to 10:00 p.m., and Saturday, 
July 4, 8:00 a.m. to noon. Those flying in 
and using Airways Transit should be 
dropped off at the Ivor Wynne .Centre. Staff 
will be there to help you with your luggage. 
Is McMaster air-conditioned? 
All residence halls are air-conditioned. 
Burridge Auditorium, where business ses-
sions will be held, is not air-conditioned. 
However, we are renting pedestal fans and 
are hopeful that temperatures for the sum-
mer of '92 will not be uncomfortably high. 
How is exhibit/display space reserved? 
When should displays be placed? 
All boards and institutions who require 
such space should write to Winnie Swalm 
by April 30, if possible. Space is available 
in 8-foot lengths for $30 (U.S.) and several 
electrical outlets are available at a small 
extra charge. Send your request, and with 
confirmation of the same we will invoice 
you. 
Displays may be placed on Friday after-
noon and Saturday morning. All displays 
should be in place by noon Saturday. 
Will currency exchange be available? 
Because Canadian currency is very 
available, we are requesting that those 
entering Canada care for this before arrival 
at General Conference. Your own bank, 
banks from Fort Erie to Hamilton, and the 
Currency Exchange depot on the Queen 
Elizabeth Highway at the approach to the 
Skyway Bridge at St. Catharines will be 
glad to exchange U.S. for Canadian money 
and vice versa on your return. We will be 
prepared to deal with small amounts only 
and we will provide information about bank 
machines and locations. 
Will there be special consideration for 
persons handicapped by reason of age or 
health? 
If this applies to you, be sure to com-
plete Item 17 on Form A of the Registration 
Form. We will accommodate in our best 
possible way. Also, there will be a small 
shuttle service providing transportation 
between Burridge Auditorium and dining 
and residence areas. However, able, exer-
cise-conscious persons will find the walk 
invigorating following long periods of sit-
ting! 
What is the provision for Sunday morn-
ing worship service? 
A full Sunday morning program is 
planned for Conference on the McMaster 
campus. A few Brethren in Christ churches 
are close to McMaster and for those wish-
ing to attend, a list will be available at 
Information Services. 
What programs are provided for youth 
and children? 
A full program is planned for youth 12 
years of age and over. In addition to Bible 
quizzing, the theme "Our Life Together" 
will be explored. This includes presenta-
tions to youth on "Our Roots" by Morris 
Sider, "Our Peers" by Robert Collier and 
"Our Church" by Perry Engle. Also, group 
social activities will help youth get to know 
each other. A printed program will be avail-
able upon arrival. 
Nursery supervision and children's pro-
grams are planned to coincide with busi-
ness sessions of Conference. Parents need 
to be aware that this may not cover all inspi-
rational sessions (mainly evening sessions), 
depending on the availability of volunteers 
as we continue to prepare. A well-organized 
and interesting program will be available 
under the direction of experienced staff. 
There will be no charge for the children 
except for field trips. 
Is there special prayer fellowship at 
Conference? 
A Concert of Prayer, led by Cheryl and 
Stephen Giles, is planned for Saturday 
morning from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. in the Ivor 
Wynne Centre. You may wish to arrive 
early enough to join in this vital experi-
ence. 
Will the Historical Society be meeting? 
The Brethren in Christ Historical Soci-
ety will hold its annual meeting at 9:00 p.m. 
Sunday, July 5, in Burridge Auditorium. 
The theme is "The Legacy of E. J. Swalm." 
Call Winnie Swalm (705-445-6825) for 
any information required. We will continue 
to help you with any questions you may 
have. • 
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Conference on Family Abuse 
"The church has let us down" 
"The church consistently let me 
down," declared one survivor of physical 
and sexual violence at the January 23-25 
conference on family abuse hosted by the 
Cross Roads Brethren in Christ Church, 
Mount Joy, Pa. "I begged my pastor to 
get my younger sisters away from my 
father," she said. No one would get in-
volved. 
"My brother went to church one 
Sunday with a hand mark on his face 
from a beating," said another. "No one 
took any notice and no one ever said a 
thing." 
The church came under harsh judg-
ment at this gathering of mostly Menno-
nites. When faced with abuse within its 
families, the church has often looked the 
other way, testified these survivors. The 
effect is that the church has often "re-
violated" those already suffering viola-
tion. 
"I'm broken by the pain inflicted by 
our churches," said a pastor participant 
with tears running down his cheeks. He 
added that he had prayed for tears 
because he never cries. One woman noted 
that the church pours its heart out to a 
family involved in a car accident, but 
ignores victims of abuse. 
Participants agreed that every congre-
gation has abusive families. One pastor 
said that if people knew he had been at a 
conference like this, he would be flooded 
with requests for help. 
Two local pastors initiated this con-
ference. Wayne Kenney, associate pas-
tor of the Cross Roads congregation, had 
the idea. He asked Joe Sherer, local 
Mennonite pastor, to help organize the 
event. The planning committee included 
Harriet Bicksler of the Brethren in Christ 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns. Addi-
tional sponsors included MCC East 
Coast, MCC Committee on Women's 
Concerns, Philhaven Hospital, and the 
Lancaster Mennonite Conference Family 
Life Commission. 
"I've been told my life will never be 
the same," said Sherer. For him, the con-
ference "was like walking into a new 
room. I don't know what the implications 
will be." 
"I knew a woman who had been 
Survivors of abuse tell their stories 
Some conferences change lives. For 
many at the Mount Joy conference on 
family abuse, the change came with 
being able to reveal terrible "family 
secrets" for the first time. 
Some of us were changed by listen-
ing to unimaginable stories of fear, pain 
and betrayal. Most of the 250 men and 
women at this conference—even the 
counsellors and social workers who led 
workshops—were "survivors" of crip-
pling damage suffered during childhood 
and beyond, much of it within "good" 
Mennonite families. 
Even Scripture and hymns sounded 
different in this context. "My heart is in 
anguish within me, fear and trembling 
come upon me, and horror overwhelms 
me . . . O that I had wings like a dove! 
I would fly away and be at rest," we 
read from Psalm 55 at one of two pub-
lic evening programs. 
This conference, entitled "Facing 
family abuse: From darkness to light" 
was not a time for honing precise defi-
nitions of abuse or formulating ideolo-
gies. There was more grief than rage, 
more sympathy than denunciation. 
Some of the anger did appear on the 
"wailing wall" where participants wrote 
out their frustration and pain, and 
named names. 
Regional therapists led a wide range 
of workshops on topics such as emo-
tional abuse, male sexuality, living with 
survivors, and eating disorders related 
to abuse. A fascinating workshop on 
religious abuse described "toxic faith" 
and "religious addiction." 
Some in this workshop described 
violence to children resulting from 
"born-again" zeal. One person was 
struggling with the compulsive "wit-
nessing" of a spouse; another with 
abuse resulting from "scriptural" 
notions of male headship. Some partic-
ipants were here because they were 
accused of being abusers. 
Another workshop I attended looked 
at characteristics of dysfunctional fam-
ilies. Recognizing that all families suf-
fer from some dysfunction, we heard 
about the damage done when bound-
aries are violated—boundaries defining 
sexual behavior, role expectations of 
parents and children, and ways of com-
municating. 
"Don't tell anyone what happens in 
our family; it's our secret," was a com-
mon sign of family dysfunction, agreed 
these survivors. Some now refuse ever 
to use the word "secret" with their own 
children. 
"None of us has clean hands and a 
pure heart," Ruth Krall of Goshen 
College warned. "The issue of abuse 
touches each of us—individual stories 
affect the whole community and our 
culture teaches us all an addiction to 
violence." She noted that the "polite-
ness" of the conference was stifling for 
some. "The act of abuse is never 
domesticated," she declared. 
We had an inkling of how extreme 
people's experiences were when a few 
participants raised alarms about a can-
dle-lighting ceremony. They explained 
that lighting candles preceded sexual 
rituals among Satanist cults of which 
they had been a part. 
The last session elicited comments 
of gratitude and hope, although some 
dreaded leaving the security of the gath-
ering. 
"Thank you for giving me my voice 
back," said one. "I hope that I can feel 
anger for what my brother has done to 
me," said another. Someone remem-
bered a nephew who had killed himself 
in despair. Several expressed gratitude 
for their own children and spouses. 
And in a gesture of understanding 
and forgiveness, one woman paid trib-
ute to parents who were hurt by parents 
who were hurt 
The wounds take a long time to heal, 
acknowledged participants in this con-
ference, but healing is possible. As one 
man, deeply wounded by both parents, 
stated at a public session: "We must get 
beyond the victim position. Our deepest 
pain is also our greatest resource."— 
Margaret Loewen Reimer 
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abused and I brought her into the church," 
Kenney said. He had also heard "whis-
pers" about other victims in the commu-
nity. Good reports came from a similar 
conference in California in November 
1990. 
"I went to various people with the 
idea," said Kenney. A committee started 
planning the event, "but we didn't know 
if anyone would come." The outpouring 
of response meant that registration had 
to be closed seven weeks before the 
event. 
'The walls of secrecy in the church 
are breaking down," announced speaker 
Ruth Krall, of Goshen College, "and the 
trumpeters are small children, the old and 
the weak." She urged the church to look 
seriously at its theology of authority and 
parenting, and to speak to adolescents 
about sexuality and courtship. 
"The greatest wrong against children 
is forcing our preconceived images onto 
them," said speaker Sheron Brunner, 
director of Lifeline Mission's women's 
shelter in California. "They'll never know 
who they are." 
Participants agreed that there is no for-
mula for the church to follow and no 
quick solutions, but being open to listen is 
already a big step forward. MCC has 
established a network of adult survivors 
of abuse, and people at this conference 
announced interest in a support group for 
therapists who are also survivors. 
Similar conferences on abuse took 
place in March in Kidron, Ohio, and in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba.—Adapted from a 
Meetinghouse article by Margaret 
Loewen Reimer. 
Five Brethren in Christ were 
among the leaders of 22 workshops 
at the conference on family abuse: 
Kim Dalton—"Healing wounded 
sexuality" 
Sheron Brunner—"A pastoral 
response to family abuse" 
Tegan Blackbird—"Emotional 
and verbal abuse" 
Robert Beachy—"What to do if 
your child has been abused" 
Ellie Addleman—"Co-dependen-
cy and boundary issues" 
Video tapes of the four plenary 
sessions and audio tapes of the 
workshops are available. For infor-
mation, contact the Board for 
Brotherhood Concerns, P.O. Box 
246, Mount Joy, PA 17552 (717) 
653-8251. 
Created in 1942 
MCC U.S. Peace Section 
board to dissolve in 1993 
Peacemaking can be seen one of 
two ways: as one task among many 
things we do, or as a ministry that 
should be part of everything we do. 
Mennonite Central Committee U.S. 
board members chose the latter Feb. 
13 when they unanimously decided to 
dissolve the MCC U.S. Peace Section 
board in 1993. 
Under the new plan, the staff of 
MCC U.S. Peace and Justice Ministries 
will report to a subcommittee of the 
MCC U.S. board rather than to a sepa-
rate Peace Section board. This arrange-
ment is intended to simplify the MCC 
U.S. board structure and to make 
peacemaking a more central part of all 
MCC U.S. work. 
Several board members said the 
new structure would enable a more 
wholistic approach to peacemaking. 
Glenn Zimmerly, MCC Great Lakes 
representative from Orrville, Ohio, said 
it might help people see peacemaking 
as more than just a fragment of MCC 
work. "Too many people think of 
peace as a piece. They think of peace 
as something out here," Zimmerly said, 
extending his hands in front of him, 
"and not here," bringing his hands to 
his chest—"not an integral part of their 
lives. I'm very much in favor of taking 
the wholistic approach." 
The board, during its annual meet-
ing at First Mennonite Brethren 
Church, spent more than two hours dis-
cussing the new structure's pros and 
cons. 
Paul Quiring, General Conference 
Mennonite Church representative from 
Fresno, Calif., gently joked about how 
thoroughly and seriously board mem-
bers were examining the issue. "At 
times it seems that we gather to rewrite 
the Nicene Creed," he said. 
R. Donald Shafer, Brethren in 
Christ representative from Upland, 
Calif., also helped keep the discussion 
in perspective when he said MCC's 
board structure wasn't that important to 
most people. Whatever the structure 
might be, the key is helping people be 
active peacemakers. "Most congrega-
tions don't really care how we arrange 
the furniture," he said. "But if pastors 
and people are interested in [peace-
making] and we can help facilitate it, 
that's our job." 
Harriet Sider Bicksler, member-at-
large from Harrisburg, Pa., summa-
rized the board's main concern about 
the new arrangement. "Can peace and 
justice issues be given the same 
amount of attention in an MCC U.S. 
structure as they can in a Peace Section 
structure?" she asked. 
Some board members wondered 
whether dissolving the Peace Section 
board might cause the church to lose a 
prophetic voice for peace. Linda 
Gehman Peachey, co-executive secre-
tary of the Peace Section, described 
that viewpoint by saying the Peace 
Section board "has played a prophetic, 
nudging role. There's a fear that no one 
would do that" under a new structure. 
Several board members diminished 
that fear. "If this [new structure] really 
is grounded in our church theology, 
then we ought not to have the fear that 
[prophetic peacemaking] will go down 
the drain," said Martha Yoder Maust, 
MCC Great Lakes representative, from 
Indianapolis. 
Sam Resendez, member-at-large 
from Del Ray, Calif., who serves on 
the Peace Section board, was satisfied 
that the new structure will be better. 
"We're not doing away with the 
philosophy, with the real concepts of 
peacemaking," he said. "We realize 
that we can do it better." 
One part of the plan to broaden the 
base for peacemaking is to replace the 
semiannual Peace Section board meet-
ings with an annual Peace Assembly. 
The assembly's goal will be to get a 
wide range of church members 
involved in peace and justice issues. 
The transition from a Peace Section 
board to an MCC U.S. subcommittee 
on peace and justice will be completed 
by February 1993. The Peace Section 
board will come to an end after 50 
years of existence. It was formed in 
1942 to take responsibility for Men-
nonite draftees in World War II.—A 
Meetinghouse report by Paul Schrag. 
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QhurcHf\Jews 
Historical Society meets 
at General Conference 
The 1992 annual meeting of the 
Brethren in Christ Historical Society will be 
held during General Conference, convening 
at McMaster University in Ontario. The 
one-hour program begins at 9:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, July 5, in the main auditorium. 
The theme for the program is "The 
Legacy of E. J. Swalm." Presentations will 
include "E. J. Swalm's Role in the General 
Conference" (Paul Hostetler), "E. J. Swalm 
as Evangelist" (Dorothy Sherk), "E. J. 
Swalm's Witness to Peace in the Wider 
Christian Community" (Ron Mathies), "E. 
J. Swalm's Oratory and Humor" (Lester 
Fretz), and "Impressions" (Darrell Winger). 
In addition, brief videotaped scenes of his 
life will be shown. 
Everyone, including persons who are not 
members of the historical society, are invit-
ed to attend. 
Ronald Bowell ordained 
Pastor Ron Bowell was ordained by 
Bishop Glenn Ginder on Dec. 1, 1991, at 
the Zion Brethren in Christ Church, north of 
Abilene, Kans. Pastor Kevin Ryan of the 
Souderton (Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church 
preached the ordination sermon. Pastor 
Ryan was the pastor at the Zion church 
when Ron and his family began attending 
following his conversion in December 
1980. Pastor Ron was led to faith in Christ 
by his wife Kerry. 
A graduate of Emporia State University 
with a B.A. degree in psychology, he com-
pleted the Personal Study Program offered 
by the Board for Ministry and Doctrine in 
1991. He has pastored the Zion congrega-
tion since 1984. 
Pastor Ron and his wife Kerry have six 
children: Erik, of Upland, Calif.; David, of 
Rochester, N.Y.; and Tony, Angela, 
Heather, and foster son Jeremy. 
Allegheny Conference 
Feb. 9-16 was youth week at the Air Hill 
church, Chambersburg, Pa., with speaker Allan 
Mummert. Renewal services with Douglas 
Kelchner were Feb. 23-26. • Les Troyer from the 
missions organization Samaritan's Purse spoke 
Mar. 1 to the Antrim congregation, Chambers-
burg. • On the evening of Feb. 2, the Chambers-
burg church had Mennonite Ministries Evening 
to learn about cooperation with the Mennonites 
in ministry and mutual aid. • The youth of the 
Fairview Ave. church, Waynesboro, Pa., had a 
Valentine Splash Bash at the YMCA on Feb. 
15. On Feb. 16 Harriet Bicksler showed slides of 
her tour of Bolivia and Brazil. • Joyce Oldham 
was missionary speaker Feb. 9 at the Green 
Spring church, Newville, Pa. The film 
"Treasures in the Snow" was shown Feb. 16. 
Jay and Judy Smith were morning speakers 
Feb. 2 at the Hollowell church, Waynesboro, Pa. 
The congregation has named Mary Means as 
public relations coordinator. • The Iron Springs 
congregation, Fairfield, Pa., saw the film "Lost in 
Silver Canyon" on Feb. 2. • The Messiah 
College Singers were in concert Feb. 23 at the 
Martinsburg, Pa., church. The congregation 
participated in the 50-Day Adventure "The 
Family God Wants Us to Be." • Leroy and Judy 
Eberly spoke Feb. 2 to the Montgomery con-
gregation, Mercersburg, Pa., about their upcom-
ing work in Venezuela. 
The New Guilford congregation, Chambers-
burg, Pa., combined their services Feb. 23 for a 
"Praise Gathering." The church hosted a Feb. 
29 seminar with Nancy Sider on Managing 
Conflict within the Christian Community. • The 
South Mountain congregation, Shippensburg, 
Pa., had a Feb. 9 noon carry-in meal and plan-
ning meeting. • Fifteen couples of the Spring-
hope congregation, Schellsburg, Pa., attended 
the Feb. 15 sweetheart banquet. Joyce Oldham 
brought the Feb. 9 morning message. • On Feb. 
19 the Van Lear congregation, Williamsport, 
Md., had a Bible study and sharing time with 
Bishop Kipe. 
Atlantic Conference 
On Feb. 2 Gary Oliver spoke to the Conoy 
congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., about the work 
of the Naaman drug and alcohol rehabilitation 
center. • A noon meal Mar. 1 kicked off the 50-
Day Spiritual Adventure through the Chapel of 
the Air for the Cross Roads congregation, 
Mount Joy, Pa. George Kimber spoke Feb. 23 on 
"Building a Household of Faith." • The Eliza-
bethtown church hosted the Feb. 16 Atlantic 
Conference Congregational Life Festival with a 
mass choir led by Ronald Miller. Vitaly Snegur, 
son of the president of the former Soviet Repub-
lic of Moldavia, spoke at a Feb. 9 carry-in lun-
cheon. • The Fairland congregation, Cleona, 
Pa., enjoyed Mar. 1-4 spiritual life services with 
John Hawbaker. The film series "Beyond the 
Barriers" with Harold Morris was shown begin-
ning Mar. 15. 
On Mar. 1 Pete and Mim Stern, workers with 
international students in Philadelphia, were 
guests in the morning service of the Fellowship 
Chapel congregation, Bronx, N.Y. • Mary Jane 
Davis led a day of emphasis on family and per-
sonal devotions Feb. 16 for the Free Grace 
church, Millersburg, Pa. • Effort is being put 
forth by the Hummelstown, Pa., congregation to 
raise funds for the rebuilding of the parking lot. 
• The Lancaster, Pa., church is remodeling its 
sanctuary in time to host regional conference. • 




On Dec. 13,1991, Lynda Kelly 
was inducted as the Regional Co-
ordinator of Chaplaincy Services 
for the Georgian Bay/Toronto 
region, having completed a one-
year probationary term. The 
induction service was conducted 
at the Salvation Army Temple in 
Barrie, Ontario. 
As regional coordinator, Rev. Kelly will 
serve under the Ontario Provincial Interfaith 
Committee on Chaplaincy. She is responsi-
ble to supervise, assess, and support the 
pastoral ministry of chaplains in all 28 gov-
ernment-funded institutions in the region. 
The regional coordinator also attempts to 
relate to denominational and faith group 
leaders and local clergy to provide for indi-
viduals re-entering the community. 
Rev. Leonard Chester, secretary of the 
Canadian Conference, participated in the 
induction service on behalf of the Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
(From left to right): Rev. R. Michael 
Steeves, Provincial Coordinator of Chap-
laincy Services; Rev. Lynda Kelly; Rev. 
Leonard Chester; Rev. J. David Clark, 
Associate Provincial Coordinator of 
Chaplaincy Services. 
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Grove church, York, Pa., for a recent study of 
"Heaven Help the Home." 
The group Cornerstone provided music for 
the Feb. 8 Valentine banquet of the Manor 
church, Mountville, Pa. Mar. 1 was missions 
Sunday with Jay and Judy Smith, Peter Guinther, 
and Don and Becky Shenk. • On Feb. 9 certifi-
cates of appreciation were awarded eight per-
sons of the Mastersonville congregation, 
Manheim, Pa., who had served for 10 years or 
more in positions which concluded in January. • 
The Millersville, Pa., church saw the movie 
"Geronimo!" on Feb. 9. • The Berean Class of 
the Mt. Pleasant church, Mount Joy, Pa., 
planned an early February retreat at Roxbury 
Camp. The youth sponsored a sub sandwich sale 
Feb. 15. • On Feb. 9 Harriet Bicksler spoke to 
the Palmyra, Pa., congregation about her MCC 
study tour of Brazil and Bolivia. • Guest Sunday 
morning speakers for the Pequea congregation, 
Lancaster, Pa., in February were Bruce Mc-
Cracken, Henry Schmidt, and Eugene Wingert. 
Feb. 2 was preview day for the Sunday school 
classroom door decorating contest. 
On Feb. 2 the Refton, Pa., congregation 
enjoyed the youth drama "The Life of Christ." 
John Rudy, financial consultant, spoke in the 
Feb. 9 evening service. • Choir practices begin-
ning Mar. 1 at the Silverdale, Pa., church includ-
ed a music reading course, "Sing to the Lord," 
taught by Bob Bergey. • Pastor Reitz of the 
Skyline View church, Harrisburg, Pa., will 
include in his sabbatical trips to Zimbabwe and 
Zambia, May 30—July 22, and London, July 
23—Aug. 12. • "Keeping Your Head Up" was 
Dan Houck's message at the Feb. 15 Christian 
education workers' banquet at the Speedwell 
Heights church, Lititz, Pa. • The Stowe, Pa., 
congregation had a fellowship meal and meeting 
with Bishop Hoffman on Feb. 23. The church 
participated in the MCC grocery bag project. • 
The youth directed an evening fellowship on 
Feb. 9 for the Summit View church, New 
Holland, Pa. 
Canadian Conference 
The Bertie congregation, Stevensville, Ont., 
hosted NOW '92, the Feb. 21-23 conference 
youth retreat. • The Bridlewood congregation, 
Agincourt, Ont., has set 12 baptisms as their goal 
for 1992. • The Cheapside congregation, 
Nanticoke, Ont., held Feb. 23—Mar. 1 renewal 
services with Bill Anderson. • A boys' group of 
the Covenant congregation, Penetanguishene, 
Ont., collected eye glasses for Third World coun-
tries during February. The Solid Rock kids' 
group went tobogganing on Feb. 6. • The 
Delisle, Sask., church hosted a marriage enrich-
ment series Feb. 27—Mar. 1 with resource per-
sonnel from Christian Counseling Services. • 
The youth of the Falls View congregation, 
Niagara Falls, Ont., held a 30-hour "starvathon" 
for world hunger relief Feb. 21-22. The church 
had a Feb. 9 welcome home potluck for Daryl 
Sider. 
The Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont., 
had a service Feb. 2 at Parkview Village with the 
Wayne Wright Family and a message by Pastor 
Ressler. • On Feb. 5 the Houghton church, 
Langton, Ont., hosted the Port Rowen Ministerial 
special prayer meeting in preparation for the Janz 
Evangelistic Crusade Mar. 4-8. • On Feb. 9 the 
Kindersley, Sask., congregation had a missions 
slide presentation about Nagoya, Japan. • The 
Massey Place church, Saskatoon, Sask., recent-
ly turned down a merger/relocation proposal. • 
Your Finances in Changing Times by Larry 
Burkett was the subject of a February-March 
study at the North East Community church, 
Calgary, Alb. • The Oak Ridges, Ont., church 
had a reception for four new members on Mar. 1. 
On Feb. 10-13 Pastor Smith attended "Ministry 
2000," a conference on preparing for personal 
ministry. 
The Orchard Creek fellowship, St. 
Catharines, Ont., had a family bowling night 
Feb. 8. • The adults and teens of the Port Col-
borne, Ont., congregation viewed the series 
"Living Proof throughout February. • The 
Ridgemount congregation, Hamilton, Ont., had 
a well-attended healing service on Feb. 9 with 
testimonies and communion. The congregation 
sponsored an ice fishing trip on Feb. 29. • The 
Sherkston, Ont., church hosted special services 
Feb. 21-23 with William McRae of Ontario 
Theological Seminary. The middle-agers had a 
get-away weekend Feb. 7-9 at the Viscount in 
Niagara Falls. 
The youth leadership team of the Springvale, 
Ont., church hosted a Feb. 8 Valentine mystery 
dinner. The congregation enjoyed a four-part 
series on angels on Sunday evenings in January 
and February. • Tim Windsor spoke on "The 
Olympic Life" in the Feb. 16 morning service of 
the Upper Oaks congregation, Oakville, Ont. • 
In early February, the Wainfleet, Ont., church 
was the site of the Christian Benefit Shops annu-
al dinner. Profits of $43,000 were sent in 1991 to 
MCC. • The Westheights congregation, 
Kitchener, Ont., reports 14 small groups are 
functioning with 95 participants. Laurie Hadden, 
Director of the Canadian Board for Congre-
gational Life, spoke on discipline in the Feb. 16 
evening service. 
Central Conference 
On Feb. 20 the Amherst congregation, 
Massillon, Ohio, had a "meet the missionaries" 
night with a panel discussion by nine missionar-
ies. • Vernon and Doris Martin shared about 
their voluntary service in Venezuela with the 
Beulah Chapel congregation, Springfield, Ohio. 
• The Carland-Zion congregation, Owosso, 
Mich., had a February-March sermon series on 
prophecy and the second coming. On Feb. 22-23 
the missions speakers were Celeste Schiller, Gale 
Sewell, Eileen Sherk, Fred and Grace Holland, 
and Trudy and Jack McClane. • The Ladies Aid 
of the Christian Union church, Garrett, Ind., 
met to sew on Feb. 20. • Youth of the Fairview 
church, Englewood, Ohio, and other Ohio area 
churches had a winter retreat Feb. 14-16 at St. 
Mary's Center. 
Sixty-nine persons attended a Valentines ban-
quet at the Atlas Country Club sponsored by the 
Lakeview church, Goodrich, Mich. John and 
Lucille Graybill were missions speakers Feb. 23. 
• The youth of the Nappanee, Ind., church 
recently studied "The Teenage Q & A Video 
Series" under the direction of Pastor Weaver. 
Family roller skating was Mar. 8. • Bishop 
Ginder visited the Peace Chapel congregation, 
Ravenna, Ohio, on Feb. 5 to share in a pastoral 
evaluation and other concerns and ideas. The 
church's first annual congregational meeting was 
Feb. 2. 
Pastor Warden of the Phoneton church, Tipp 
City, Ohio, recently did a Sunday evening series 
on counseling to help members in their personal 
ministries. • The Pleasant Hill, Ohio, women 
had a crafts night Feb. 18. The church board had 
a retreat Feb. 22 with Bishop Ginder. • Doug and 
Patty McConnaughay have been called as inter-
im pastoral couple beginning Mar. 8 at the Sippo 
Valley church, Massillon, Ohio. The congrega-
tion enjoyed a progressive dinner on Feb. 1. • 
Otto Beer spoke about love and marriage at the 
Feb. 22 banquet of the Union Grove congrega-
tion, New Paris, Ind., at the Towne House restau-
rant. Children's church began in February. 
Midwest Conference 
On Feb. 23 the MCC International Gospel 
Team gave an evening program for the Abilene, 
Kan., church. • The Mound Park congregation, 
Dallas Center, Iowa, had a Feb. 21 mystery meal 
planned by the Sunday School Board. Don Lynn 
of Oklahoma City spoke in a February evening 
service. • On Feb. 2 Charles Norman was the 
guest speaker for the Mt. View congregation, 
Colorado Springs, Colo. Three persons were 
baptized Feb. 9. • The Navajo Chapel congre-
gation, Bloomfield, N.M., has a new youth fel-
lowship for ages 12-18. • "Principles for 
Reaching Your Potential" was Pastor Lehman's 
Position Available 
DIRECTOR OF TIMBER BAY 
CHILDREN'S HOME 
Northern Saskatchewan 
The director is responsible for opera-
tion of the residence housing between 
40-60 students while they attend school 
nearby. Reports to the Board of Directors. 
Duties include administration, budgeting, 
promotion, and fund raising. Experience 
in these areas, along with good commu-
nication skills and some knowledge of 
child care, is desirable. The position takes 
effect July 1992. Housing is provided. 
Please send resume to: 
Board of Directors 
Timber Bay Children's Home 
Timber Bay, SASK SOJ 2T0 
For additional information, phone or 







Sunday, June 7,1992 
3:00 p.m. 
John Hawbaker will preach the ser-
mon. Nelson Byers will lead the 
singing. 
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1992 Camp 
Freedom report 
With the theme "Blessed are 
the pure in heart," Camp 
Freedom was once again busy 
with a flurry of activity from 
January 22—February 2. God's 
glory and blessing were evi-
denced in many ways as people 
came from all directions to the 
camp. It was a time of instruc-
tion, correction, inspiration, fel-
lowship, and joy as we sat 
together in heavenly places. 
Rev. Simon Lehman, Jr., 
and Rev. Earl Newton served as 
our co-evangelists. Rev. Luke 
Keefer, Sr. was the Bible teach-
er with studies taken from 1 
John. We appreciate the clarity 
of truth as it was given by these 
ministers. 
The David Fullers served as 
song evangelists with Michele 
Mason accompanying. Musical 
programs were also presented 
by the Hobe Sound College trio 
and choir, Penn View Quartet, 
and the Gospel Echoes. 
Missions day proved to be 
a great day. John and Lucille 
Graybill represented the 
Brethren in Christ missions in 
Japan. The Florida Evangelistic 
Association was represented by 
numerous missionaries. They 
highlighted their work in 
Taiwan and the new ventures in 
the former Soviet Union and 
Eastern block countries. 
God's people not only came 
to camp to receive, but to give. 
We met our operational budget 
of $17,500. Of that amount, 
$3,674 was given for missions. 
The youth had their own spe-
cial missions project this year. 
They raised $308 for the cost of 
publishing a book on holiness 
for all new church members 
speaking the Shona language in 
Zimbabwe. Our capital giving 
amounted to $13,000. 
The camp continues to 
move ahead in maintenance and 
building. We are in the process 
of building a much needed 
maintenance facility. Following 
camp on Feb. 3, numerous men 
stayed to replace a shingle roof 
on Motel A. 
For those who attended 
Camp Freedom, it served to 
provide many delightful memo-
ries. But it also serves as great 
anticipation for the next camp, 
Jan. 27—Feb. 7, 1993. Evan-
gelists include Ken Smith and 
B. J. Walker. Song evangelists 
will be the Edwards Family 
Singers. Plan now to attend and 
enjoy the blessings of God.— 
Jesse Bawel 
topic at a Feb. 8 men's breakfast of the 
Oklahoma City, Okla., church. • The youth of 
the Rosebank, Kan., church hosted a Feb. 15 
"Let Me Call You Sweetheart" banquet. The 
MCC Youth Discovery Team ministered on Feb. 
19. • The MCC Youth Discovery Team minis-
tered in the morning of Feb. 16 to the Zion 
church, Abilene, Kan., and Don Shafer preached. 
A carry-in meal followed. 
Pacific Conference 
John and Linda Baker led a Feb. 9-13 chil-
dren's crusade at the Chino, Calif., church with 
marionettes, silhouettes, singing, stories, and 
prizes. The AWANA Olympics were Feb. 22. • 
The Moreno Valley church, Moreno, Calif., has 
a brand new, professional-looking newsletter. 
Stephen Ndlovu spoke on Feb. 2. • The video 
"The Crusade Story," presenting the ministry of 
Billy Graham, was shown Feb. 23 to the Pacific 
Highway church, Salem, Ore. The church is 
cooperating with the upcoming crusade in 
Portland and its related activities. • On Feb. 3, 
10,17, 21, 22, the Upland, Calif., church had a 
leadership seminar taught by Steve Schultze 
designed to help discover, develop, and deploy 
ministry gifts. His Idea Trio was in concert Feb. 
23. • On Feb. 7-9 Kirk Zehnder was speaker on 
"The Way of Discipleship" at the family camp of 
the Walnut Valley congregation, Walnut, Calif. 
On Feb. 2 Martin Wollin shared about his service 
in Germany, supported by the congregation. 
Southeast Conference 
The Bloomington Chapel congregation, 
Columbia, Ky., hosted Paul and Lela Hostetler 
for a presentation on Feb. 5. The church cele-
brated "Down Home Sunday Night" services in 
January with a different speaker each night. • A 
youth garage sale at the Community Bible 
church, Sarasota, Fla., netted over $1,000. 
Bishop Cober was the Feb. 16 speaker. • Henry 
Ginder led spiritual life services Feb. 9-14 for the 
Holden Park congregation, Orlando, Fla. • 
Pastor Stambaugh of the Winchester, Va., con-
gregation attended the Feb. 10-12 "Touched by 
God for Evangelism" conference at Kenbrook 
Bible Camp. 
Susquehanna Conference 
An anonymous person has donated chorus 
books to the Big Valley church, Belleville, Pa. 
The pastor gave a series of messages in January 
and February on the churches in Revelation. • 
The Carlisle, Pa., church enjoyed a hymn sing 
on Feb. 16. • Ken Hepner was the speaker at the 
Sweetheart Banquet of the Cedar Grove church, 
Mifflintown, Pa., sponsored by the Family Class. 
On Feb. 5 the ladies began a Wednesday study 
called "Becoming a Woman of Excellence." • 
The Cedar Heights congregation, Mill Hall, Pa., 
hosted the Vicksburg Quartet on Feb. 23. The 
church was the site of the Mill Hall Community 
Singspiration on Feb. 16. • The Colyer congre-
gation, Centre Hall, Pa., skated to Christian con-
temporary music on Feb. 3. • The Jacobs 
Brothers were in concert Feb. 16 at the Cumber-
land Valley church, Dillsburg, Pa. The youth 
have SWAT meetings—Spiritual Warfare and 
Training. 
On Mar. 1 the Susquehanna Conference 
Peace Team under the direction of Millie Imbo-
den and Cathy Lauer premiered its program of 
readings, music, dialogues, drama, and prayer 
at the Grantham, Pa., church. • The Jemison 
Valley church, Westfield, Pa., had a leadership 
training meeting Feb. 8 on "Meet Jesus and 
Make Friends." On Mar. 1 Andy Sayre spoke 
about his experiences giving medical assistance 
in the mountains of Mexico. • Kermit Farlow led 
revival meetings Mar. 1-8 at the Marsh Creek 
church, Howard, Pa. • The Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
church is participating in the Chapel of the Air 
50-Day Adventure. The film "Bamboo in 
Winter" was shown on Feb. 2. • Feb. 9 was 
Pioneer Girls Recognition Sunday at the 
Redland Valley church, York Haven, Pa. The 
youth had snow camp Feb. 7-9 at Lake 
Champion, N.Y. 
For The Record 
Births 
Ashton: Rebecca Christina, Jan. 19; Rob and 
Sandy Ashton, Massey Place congregation, Sask. 
Barley: Nathan Patrick, Jan. 27; Ralph 
Barley and Tracey Weiss, Manor congregation, 
Pa. 
Bates: Daniel Robert, Feb. 2; David and Lori 
(Lebeck) Bates, Stayner congregation, Ont. 
Cober: Reaman Wilbert, Feb. 6; Roland and 
Donna Cober, Heise Hill congregation, Ont. 
Dookram: Destiny Leah, Feb. 19; Gavin and 
Debbie Dookram, Covenant congregation, Ont. 
Eyer: Kaitland Bree, Jan. 30; Brian and Lisa 
Eyer, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Flohr: Spencer Alexander, Jan. 27; Mark 
and Sherry (Edwards) Flohr, Chambersburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Forrest: Dwayne Michael, Jan. 25; Michael 
and Michelle (Shirton) Forrest, Springvale con-
gregation, Ont. 
Gettel: Austin William, Feb. 6; Dana and 
Donna (Wiser) Gettel, Mt. Rock congregation, 
Pa. 
Grove: Dakota Lee, Feb. 13; Kevin and 
Stacie (Horn) Grove, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Haldeman: Katrina Joy, Jan. 31; Tim and 
Karen (Brubaker) Haldeman, Skyline View con-
gregation, Pa. 
Harkins: Evan Raymond, Jan. 23; Shane and 
Kathy (Enoy) Harkins, Fairview Ave. congre-
gation, Pa. 
Hoke: Jordan Paul, Feb. 8; Leon and Linda 
Hoke, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa. 
Martin: Brocht Lyndon, Jan. 29; Barry L. 
and Linda (Black) Martin, Chambersburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Martin: Matthew Thomas, Feb. 7; Duane 
and Kathy (Zimmerman) Martin, Mastersonville 
congregation, Pa. 
Melson: Ashley Dawn, Jan. 22; Dale and 
Melissa (Foster) Melson, Bloomington Chapel 
congregation, Ky. 
Mudde: Emily Joanna, Feb. 21; Dennis and 
Nancy (Brubaker) Mudde, Stayner congregation, 
Ont. 
Musser: Christopher Eugene, Jan. 20; 
Ronald and Laura (Walls) Musser, Montgomery 
congregation, Pa. 
Here are some suggestions on how to be 
good stewards: Mail bulletins once a month 
only. (Make sure they arrive in Nappanee by 
the first of the month.) This saves envelopes 
and postage. Do not send bulletin inserts 
which do not pertain directly to your church's 
news. Recycle this paper instead. Conserve 
our editorial department energy by highlight-
ing news in your bulletins. It takes up to ten 
minutes to read what some churches send in. 
Multiply that times 200 churches, and you can 
see how highlighting saves precious time and 
keeps Visitor costs down. Thank you! 
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Reist: Sarah Ruth, Feb. 21; John and 
Shellaine (Boltz) Reist, Fairland congregation, 
Pa. 
Robinson: Dylan John, Jan. 28; John and 
Rosemarie (Ferguson) Robinson, Stayner con-
gregation, Ont. 
Shover: Heidi Nicole, Feb. 13; Lonnie and 
Jamie (Rohrer) Shover, Mechanicsburg congre-
gation, Pa. 
Swope: Sara Margaretta, Jan. 7; Marshall 
and Doris (Slagenweit) Swope, Martinsburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Tarrant: Kyle James, Jan. 21; Dean and 
Dawn (Sloggett) Tarrant, Falls View congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Trostle: Zachary Christopher, Feb. 3; 
Christopher and Dendra (Newhouse) Trostle, 
Cumberland Valley congregation, Pa. 
Weitkamp: Leah May, Feb. 5; Clyde and 
Debbie (King) Weitkamp, Elizabethtown con-
gregation, Pa. 
Young: Grant Phillip, Feb. 18; Timothy and 
Debbie (Goodhart) Young, Chambersburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Cober - Bjorkgren: Sandra Beth, daughter 
of Fred and Joan Bjorkgren, Hornell, N.Y., and 
Timothy Kent, son of James and Doris Cober, 
Kitchener, Ont., Dec. 14, 1991, at First Baptist 
Church of Central Islip, with Rev. James Cober 
officiating. 
DeGeare - Donaghe: Kelley Lynn, daughter 
of Tom and Linda Donaghe, Piedmont, Okla., 
and John David, son of Jesse and Shannon 
DeGeare, Edmond, Okla., Jan. 3, at Oklahoma 
City Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Steve 
Lehman officiating. 
Ginder - McKenney: Cathy Anne, daughter 
of John and Judy McKenney, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa., and Barry Lane, son of Carl and Eleanor 
Ginder, Pharr, Tx., Dec. 28, 1991, at the old 
family homestead in the mountains of Virginia, 
with Rev. Ray Bert and Rev. Henry Ginder offi-
ciating. 
Gress - Zimmerman: Delores Jean Zimmer-
man, Pequea, Pa., and Michael Z. Gress, Pequea, 
Feb. 15, at Pequea Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Omer E. King officiating. 
Habecker - Drawbaugh: Lynda Marie, 
daughter of Vera Drawbaugh, York, Pa., and 
Neil LaMar, son of Mahlon and Sharyn 
Habecker, Mountville, Pa., Feb. 22, at Manor 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert L. 
Sheetz officiating. 
Keene - Ament: Harriet H. Ament, Millers-
ville, Pa., and Wayne E. Keene, Salunga, Pa., 
Feb. 15, at a friend's home with Rev. Robert W. 
Hempy officiating. 
King - Hunter: Vicky Lou Hunter, daughter 
of Eugene and Joanne Myers, Carlisle, Pa., and 
Alan Ross, son of Alvin R. and Carol Maxine 
King, Martinsburg, Pa., Feb. 22, at Cumberland 
Valley Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ray 
Bert officiating. 
Lehman - Herr: Hazel M. Herr, Ronks, Pa., 
and Joseph E. Lehman, Mountville, Pa., Feb. 15, 
at Manor Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Robert W. Hempy officiating. 
Mess - Brinlee: Rosetta Brinlee, daughter 
of Carrie McDonnold, and Robert W. Mess, son 
of Dorothy Ward, Feb. 27, at Pacific Highway 
Community Church with Rev. Denny A. Sanders 
officiating. 
Nelson - Gorog: Lori Lee, daughter of Paul 
and Melinda Gorog, Dover, Pa., and David Paul, 
son of James and Agnes Nelson, Biglerville, Pa., 
Feb. 7, at Cumberland Valley Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Ray Bert, Rev. Paul Gorog, 
and Rev. Emerson Walker officiating. 
Peckman - Musser: Teresa Ann, daughter of 
Dale and Goldie Musser, Chambersburg, Pa., 
and Warren Eugene, son of Gerald and Nancy 
Peckman, Chambersburg, Pa., Feb. 22, at Air 
Hill Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Kevin 
Witter and Rev. Gregg Garman officiating. 
Randier - Keperling: Debra S., daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Keperling, Mountville, Pa., 
and Matthew A., son of Mr. and Mrs. Leslie 
Randier, Hershey, Pa., and Ms. Nancy Randler-
Broz, Chula Vista, Calif., Feb. 15, at Manor 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert L. 
Sheetz officiating. 
Wilkin - Unruh: Pamela Jean, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. David Unruh Sr., Pequea, Pa., and 
Brian Keith, son of Mr. and Mrs. Earl Wilkin Sr., 
Lancaster, Pa., Feb. 15, at Pequea Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Omer E. King officiat-
ing. 
E.V. Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
April 1, 1892 issue—In "Clerical Litigations and Church Broils": ". . . the 
growing disposition of churchmen to quarrel, backbite, traduce, malign and mis-
represent each other in the family of the church, is one of the very worst signs of 
the depravity of the period.... There ought never to be strife among professing 
Christians." 
Same issue—In looking toward General Conference, editor Davidson says: 
"We do not know that it has ever been a question whether General Conference 
has jurisdiction over the entire church or not. . . . But some times other views are 
held. Some times it is claimed that the district has the sole jurisdiction over its 
members and its offices There should really be no question as regards juris-
diction if we are one body. . . General Conference should have the general over-
sight." 
75 Years Ago 
April 2, 1917 issue—"The Tenderness of the Holy Spirit" by Ella Charles, 
Hamlin, Kansas: "As we go on with the Lord we become more tender in our man-
ners, words, tone, expressions, and sympathies, because of the interior fountain 
of God's love in the heart, or the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit." 
In the same issue—The editor printed for general perusal and correction 
chapter one of the new Teacher Training Manual for the denomination. 
50 Years Ago 
April 13, 1942 issue—In the editorial: "Recent reports from workers on the 
Foreign Missions fields should stir the home church into real activity.... In this 
paper we have a statement of the Foreign Missionary Board, telling us why no 
workers are being sent out . . . . It may mean that we'll have to pull our belts up 
another notch and go deeper than we have ever gone before." 
25 Years Ago 
April 10, 1967 issue—An article featured the January dedication of the 
McMinnville, Tenn., extension church under the pastoral leadership of Rev. 
Gerald and Lucille Wingert. 
Same issue—John Howard Griffin, author of Black Like Me, lectured at 
Messiah College. 
10 Years Ago 
April 25,1982 issue—A "Recommendation Regarding the World Peace Tax 
Fund" by the Commission on Peace and Social Concerns. Announcement was 
also made of the appointment of Ken Letner as Associate Director of Christian 
Education. 
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Obituaries 
Berger: Roy I. Berger, bom July 9, 1910, 
son of Denton M. and Edith M. Oberholzer 
Berger, died Feb. 15. A sister and two brothers 
preceded him in death. Surviving are two daugh-
ters, Patricia Bingaman and Linda Rinehart; six 
grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; six sis-
ters, Frances Kell, Anna Rock, Helen Gsell, 
Alice Grosh, Edith Miller, and Beulah 
Harshman; and two brothers, Clinton and Paul. 
Roy was a member of the Kingdom Builders 
class of the Hollowell congregation, Pa., where 
he served as president and treasurer. The funer-
al was held at the Hollowell church with Rev. 
Eber B. Dourte and Bishop H. Frank Kipe offi-
ciating. Interment was in Green Hill Cemetery. 
Buchanan: Emma Jane Buchanan, born 
April 18, 1917, in Sunnymead, Calif., died Dec. 
31, 1991. Surviving are her husband, Howard; 
two daughters, Ruby Gibbons and Janet 
Reynolds; four grandchildren; and a brother, Jess 
Banta. Emma Jane was a beauty operator with 
her own shop, and enjoyed reading, gardening, 
cooking, and attending Sunday school. She was 
a charter member of the Moreno Community 
Church, Calif. The funeral service was held at 
Evans and Brown Mortuary with Rev. Ted 
Slattery and Rev. Russell Coyne officiating. 
Interment was in Penis Valley Cemetery. 
Deitch: Grace V. Deitch, born Nov. 22, 
1912, daughter of Benjamin H. and Annie E. 
(Gutshall) Snyder, died Jan. 22. Preceding her in 
death was her husband Ray B. Deitch. Surviving 
are five brothers, Charles L., Sylvester R., 
Richard B., Edward L., and Ray G.; and eight 
sisters, Mabel Blosser, Rose Bitner, Marian 
Calaman, Betty Sheeler, Annabelle Wetzel, 
Doris Mixell, Shirley Kauffman, and Vivian 
Tibbo. Grace was a member of the Carlisle con-
gregation, Pa. The funeral was held at the 
Hoffman-Roth Funeral Home with Rev. Kenneth 
O. Hoke officiating. Interment was in 
Mechanicsburg Cemetery. 
Haines: Emerson E. Haines, born Feb. 25, 
1911, son of Michael and Elsie Kniesley Haines, 
died Feb. 9. Surviving are his wife of 60 years, 
Estella (Dohner); 2 daughters, Charlene M. and 
Vera M. Haines; 2 brothers, Aubrey and Lester; 
and 17 nieces and nephews. He had assumed 
ownership of the family farm drainage business 
from 1936 until 1967. He also worked at the 
Farmer's Exchange in Pleasant Hill, Ohio, and 
later affiliated with Royer Construction, 
Goodrich, Mich. Emerson was a lifelong mem-
ber of the Pleasant Hill congregation where he 
served in many offices. He also served Camp 
Lakeview for 6 years, and Memorial Holiness 
Camp for 10 years. The funeral was held at the 
Pleasant Hill church with Rev. Thomas Kershner 
officiating. Interment was in the church ceme-
tery. 
McLernon: Sheena McLernon, born May 3, 
1922, on the Isle of Lewis, Outer Hebrides, died 
Feb. 9. Surviving are her husband, Sherwood 
McLernon; two sons, Sherwood and Roddy; two 
daughters, Heather Sloan and Sheena Caughey; 
a brother, Donald MacDonald; two sisters, Kathy 
Ann Murray and Margaret Histed; and five 
grandchildren. Sheena was a member of the Oak 
Ridges congregation, Ont., where the funeral 
was held with Rev. Ken Smith officiating. Spring 
interment will be in Richmond Hill Presbyterian 
Church Cemetery. 
Roscoe: Ida Roscoe, born Jan. 29, 1907, in 
Philadelphia, Pa., died Feb. 4. She was preceded 
in death by her husband, Lance Roscoe. A son, 
Roy Washington, survives. She was a member of 
the Antrim congregation, Pa. Services were held 
at Minnich, Miller, May Funeral Home with 
Rev. Wilbur W. Benner. Interment was in Cedar 
Hill Cemetery. 
AAonet/AAdtfiers 
From March 1992 to March 
1993 the Gray bills are open for 
ministry throughout the church-
es as invited for mission promo-
tion, revival preaching, or deep-
er life emphasis for believers. 
"Lord, just give me a quarte 
Being reared in a strong Christian personal needs had to be met with the 
home, I was taught the stewardship of $10.00 per person which Lucille and I 
time and working hard for the Lord in received and half for each child, 
the church and community. However, my Naturally, our income was very meager, 
parents never taught us children the bib- but we always applied the principle Paul 
lical principle of tithing. taught, "Each one should set aside a sum 
In June of 1951, Lucille and I were of money in keeping with his income " 
married and we took Matthew 6:33 as our Of course, we tithed part of our living 
verse, "Seek ye first the Kingdom of God allowance in addition to our personal 
and his righteousness..." and it seemed allowance since that was a very major 
that giving to the Lord on a systematic part of our income, but not called a salary, 
basis became our monthly practice. June of 1970 was a big day when our 
Since I was still in college, our income first child left for college in America, 
was naturally very limited and sometimes With four more children following with-
we had none. Lucille says that she prayed in the next 10 years, it seemed like a 
many Saturday afternoons a simple financial mountain which we would never 
prayer to the Lord, "Just give me a quar- be able to climb. Taking just one semester 
ter for the offering tomorrow," and to our at a time, through national and state 
amazement, God usually did come grants, mission board assistance, gifts 
through and she had something to give. from friends, and the child working part-
Our first 20 years as missionaries for time, all five of our children had the 
the Brethren in Christ in Japan were not opportunity of a college education with 
too much different. Having five children only moderate costs to us as parents. God 
we were committed to the voluntary ser- be praised. 
vice maintenance financial plan which In 1977 the Mission Board changed 
meant that our needs for living in Japan its policy from that of a maintenance sup-
were supplied by the Mission Board, plus port plan to a salary plan much like the 
a budget as work funds, but all of our one used by the pastors in North America. 
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Slaymaker: Robert John Slaymaker, born 
Jan. 29,1925, son of Clair and Esther Slaymaker, 
died Dec. 26, 1991. Preceding him in death in 
1970 was a son, Carl C. Surviving are his wife, 
Beulah; his mother, Esther; 2 sons, Robert Jr., 
and William; 2 daughters, Betty and Shirley 
Wencel; 11 grandchildren; 6 great-grandchil-
dren; 3 brothers, Raymond, Clyde, and Sanford; 
and 3 sisters, Grace Green, Mary Watkins, and 
Irma Houck. Robert moved to Florida in 1958 
and served for many years in the Holden Park 
congregation as teacher and worker among the 
youth, as well as deacon and trustee. He trans-
ported many children and youth to church in his 
car. The funeral was held at Baldwin-Fairchild 
Funeral Home with Rev. Ethan M. Gramm offi-
ciating. Interment was in Woodlawn Memorial 
Park. 
Smee: Ira L. Smee, born Aug. 25,1899, son 
of Hiram A. and Annie Troup Smee, died Jan. 4. 
Surviving are 2 sons, Ray and Paul; 5 daughters, 
Ruth Stoner, Martha Hershaw, Edna M. Sewell, 
Beulah Reynolds, and Mary Wert; 18 grandchil-
dren; and 23 great-grandchildren. Ira was a 
retired painter and paper hanger, and was 
employed by Smee and Reed, and Dickinson 
College. He was a member of the Carlisle con-
gregation, Pa., and the Messiah Village congre-
gation, Pa. The funeral was held at Messiah 
Village with Rev. J. Robert Lehman and Rev. 
Kenneth O. Hoke officiating. Interment was in 
Kutz Cemetery. 
Snavely: Elsie Mae Snavely, born April 23, 
1906, daughter of Harry and Sally Bross 
Snavely, died Feb. 6. Preceding her in death was 
a brother, Earl Snavely. Surviving are two broth-
ers, George and Herman; a sister, Mary Rhine; 
and a half-brother, Roy Snavely. Elsie was 
retired from the Hershey, Pa., laundry. She had 
resided at the Cedar Haven Home and was a 
member of the Fairland congregation, Pa. The 
funeral was held at the Rothermel Funeral home 
with Rev. John S. Bicksler officiating. Interment 
was in United Zion Cemetery. 
Thornburg: Aric William Thornburg, born 
May 5, 1979, son of William and Jacquie 
Thornburg, died Dec. 15, 1991. Surviving with 
his parents are a maternal grandfather, Richard 
Skinner; and paternal grandparents, William R. 
and Jean Thornburg. He attended the Beulah 
Chapel congregation, Ohio. The funeral was held 
at Littleton Funeral Home with Rev. Atlee 
Hershberger officiating. Interment was in 
Femcliff Cemetery. 
Wingerd: Judith Anne Wingerd, born Oct. 
24, 1943, daughter of Boyde and Marion Payne 
Coffey, died Feb. 2. Surviving are her husband, 
Dale; three sons, Luke A., Matthew G, and Glen 
E.; a daughter, Ruth Holcomb; her mother; her 
father and stepmother, a brother, Clifford Coffey; 
and a sister, Ginger Fant. She had been an ele-
mentary school teacher in Hope, Kan., and a 
member of the Rosebank congregation, Kan., 
where she served with her husband as deacon 
couple since 1983. The funeral was held at the 
church with Rev. Charles Norman and Rev. 
Robert Lister officiating. Interment was in the 
church cemetery. 
Winget: Archie D. Winget, born Apr. 18, 
1928, died on Dec. 22, 1991. He is survived by 
his wife, Mary; 3 sons, Archie, Earl, and Bill; 4 
daughters, Anna, Helen, Winona, and Ruby; and 
20 grandchildren. He attended Beulah Chapel 
congregation, Ohio. The funeral was held at 
Jackson Lytle and Ingling Funeral Home with 
Rev. Atlee Hershberger officiating. Interment 
was in Rose Hill Burial Park. 
for the offering tomorrow" 
With this new set-up, we would tithe 
more systematically and over a period of 
years, we tried to increase our giving 
beyond the tithe to 12-13-14-15-16 and 
17 percent of our salary. 
Oh, yes, the Lord was so good in giv-
ing us an unusual surprise 12 years ago. 
While in the United States on business, a 
friend told me that his neighbor wanted to 
sell his property and it was at a very 
cheap price. After consultations with the 
bank and friends, we purchased the prop-
erty, made two apartments, and with our 
friend being the caretaker while we were 
in Japan, the rental income paid off the 
mortgage, our friends kept up the repairs, 
and today we have a debt-free property. 
To God be the glory in answer to our dis-
cipline of giving. 
Teaching tithing to the Japanese was 
also a challenge. Since the inflation rate is 
so high in that country, many told me that 
it was impossible for them to follow this 
biblical command. But in our disciple-
ship training course we hit this principle 
hard and today the Japanese church has a 
giving body of believers. The national 
Brethren in Christ Church in Japan never 
by John Graybill 
received subsidy from North America for 
their pastors' support nor for the general 
church budget. Thus, today they are on 
their own without financial or missionary 
aid from North America. The tithing prin-
ciple works regardless of culture. 
Marriage counselors claim that the 
usage of money is one of the main caus-
es for friction and possible divorce in our 
American homes today. Strange as it may 
seem, Lucille and I never argued over the 
issue of finances, but we observed the 
following principles: (1) Jesus Christ shall 
always be first. (2) Aim to give more than 
the tithe. (3) Seek a simple lifestyle. (4) 
Buy only what is necessary. (5) Record 
all our expenses. (6) Share together in the 
monthly, quarterly, and annual review of 
our financial situation. We are always 
amazed to see how our needs are met and 
what we can give. 
Now that all of our children are 
through college, married, and our house 
in Myerstown is paid off, we hope to trust 
the Lord to give a double tithe in 1992. 
John and Lucille Graybill, mis-
sionaries to Japan from July 1957 to 
October 1, 1991, now reside in Ann-
ville, Pa. 




New office building going up 
The new Brethren in Christ general 
church office building will soon be built 
near the campus of Messiah College. The 
building will be constructed on land north 
of Messiah near the entrance to the col-
lege. Construction on the approximately 
11,000 square foot, $750,000 building 
should start in April and be finished by 
fall. The college has been involved in site 
development, while the denomination is 
responsible for the building. 
According to Harold Chubb, General 
Treasurer of the Brethren in Christ 
Church, "The building was made possible 
through the generosity of Messiah Col-
lege." The denomination has grown out 
of the present church offices in Mechan-
icsburg, Pa., which they have occupied 
since October of 1985. Mr. Chubb added, 
"We think it will be an opportunity to 
have most church ministries in one loca-
tion which will give us consolidation as 
well as cost effectiveness." 
Commenting on the project, Ken 
Martin, Messiah's Vice President for 
Business and Finance, stated that "the 
influence of the denomination from the 
college's 1909 founding continues to be 
strong. Locating the denominational of-
fices near the college is symbolic of the 
covenant relationship and the planned 
future cooperation." 
Students serve during 
spring break 
Each year spring break is a time when 
students all over America swarm to 
places sunny and warm. Yet some stu-
dents choose a different path, and this 
year a group of almost 200 Messiah stu-
dents went on spring break service proj-
ects the week of March 16. 
Messiah College Student Association 
chaplain Mark Clatterbuck was excited 
about the number of students who vol-
unteered to take a week of their free time 
to serve instead of relax. Ten teams went 
out to locations such as New York City, 
Florida, Kentucky, and Chicago. The stu-
dents were involved in some type of 
work—painting, construction, etc.— 
either on the ministry sites or in the sur-
rounding community. Clatterbuck 
stressed the ministry aspect of the pro-
jects, that is, encouraging street witness-
ing, Bible clubs, and the like. The goal 
was to make spreading the love and hope 
of Christ the focus of the trip. A com-
missioning service was held again this 
year to accentuate the fact that these stu-
dents are being sent out as disciples of 
Christ. 
Two fundraisers were held to help the 
students pay for their trips: a talent show, 
and a skip-a-meal day. 
Russians visit campus 
Indicating a sign of the changed times 
in which we live, a group of Russian stu-
dents visited Messiah College for two 
weeks during February. The six Russian 
students and their teacher, Falina 
Shvetsova, from Yaroslavl Polytechnic 
Institute in Russia, pulled into central 
Pennsylvania a bit later than expected. 
Dr. John Bechtold, Assistant Professor 
of Psychology at Messiah College, led 
the college's first cross-cultural trip to 
Russia for three weeks last May. The 
group's hosts, students at the Institute, 
promised to visit the United States in 
January. But economic hardships in the 
new commonwealth delayed their trip. 
On January 10, just days before the 
students were to leave, air fare soared in 
Russia. The Institute, unable to meet the 
inflated prices, could not pay for the stu-
dents' tickets. Fortunately, another group 
who had already bought tickets before 
the price increase had to cancel their 
plans, and the group from the Institute 
bought their tickets. 
Yaroslavl Polytechnic Institute is an 
institution of about 5,000 students in the 
city of Yaroslavl, the population of which 
is approximately 700,000 people. It is 
located about 200 miles from Moscow. 
Messiah is currently participating in the 
first phase of an articulated student 
exchange agreement between Yaroslavl, 
Messiah, and Geneva College. 
Executive in Residence features 
past president of Alcoa 
Retired President and Chief Operating 
Officer of Alcoa, C. Fred Fetterolf, spoke 
at Messiah College on Tuesday, March 
10. As part of the college's Executive in 
Residence program, Mr. Fetterolf ad-
dressed "The Risks and Responsibilities 
in Developing and Deploying Core 
Values." 
A native of Franklin, Pa., and graduate 
of Grove City College, Mr. Fetterolf 
joined Alcoa in 1952. After starting as a 
chemical and general salesman, and 




try, he became 
president of Al-
coa in 1983, and 
was appointed 
chief operating 
officer in April 
1985. Mr. Fetter-
olf is a director of a number of corpora-
tions and serves on various civic and edu-
cational organizations. 
Messiah College's Executive in Resi-
dence program is part of the Teaching 
Values Project of the Christian College 
Consortium, and is funded in part by the 
Pew Charitable Trusts. 
Music ministry team planning 
summer tour 
New Light, a student singing group 
from Messiah College, will present a con-
cert of contemporary Christian music 
during its summer tour. The summer 
music ministry team, which consists of 
six members, will travel for eight weeks 
during the months of June, July, and 
August, presenting concerts in seven 
states including New York, New Jersey, 
Virginia, Maryland, Michigan, Ohio, and 
Pennsylvania, as well as Canada. 
Selected by a committee on the basis of 
musical ability and Christian witness, the 
students will present a variety of music 
including spirituals, hymns, and contem-
porary Christian songs. 
Those interested in scheduling the 
group should contact Mr. Kerry Miller, 
Associate Director of Admissions. 
Faculty sabbatical leaves 
The following Brethren in Christ fac-
ulty members will be going on sabbatical 
leaves for 1992-1993. 
Don Harris, who attends the Grantham 
Church, is Associate Professor of Infor-
mation Systems. Dr. Harris will study 
ethical issues brought about by the use 
of technology in the health profession 
resulting in a scholarly publication. 
Dwight Paine, who attends the Gran-
tham Church, is Professor of Mathe-
matics. Dr. Paine will visit approximate-
ly 50 cities where outstanding mathe-
maticians did their work in approximate-
ly 12 countries in Europe. He will gather 
information for his history of mathemat-
ics class. 
Ted Davis, who attends the Grantham 
Church, is Associate Professor of Science 
and History. Dr. Davis will continue his 
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present research on the written works of 
Robert Boyle. 
Ron Burwell, who attends the Gran-
tham Church, is Professor of Sociology. 
Dr. Burwell will continue his past work 
on a research project on changes that 
occur among students at three consortium 
colleges over a four-year period, which 
will lead to one or more publications. 
Howard Landis, who attends the 
Grantham Church, is Professor of 
Psychology. Dr. Landis will pursue a pro-
gram of study related to advising and 
counseling of international students. 
Terry Brensinger, who attends the 
Mechanicsburg congregation, is Asso-
ciate Professor of Biblical Studies. Dr. 
Brensinger will carry out research in 
Israel toward the development of a book 
dealing with land, nature, and prophetic 
imagery. 
George Marsden named 
Commencement speaker 
Dr. George Marsden will be this 
year's commencement speaker. Dr. 
Marsden is currently a professor of his-
tory of Christi-
anity in America 
at The Divinity 
School at Duke 
University. He 
received his 
Ph.D. from Yale 
University in 
1965. Since then 
Dr. Marsden has 
authored over 10 
books and over 20 chapters of books 
dealing with topics such as evangelism, 
Christianity and history, and fundamen-
talism in America. Much in demand as a 
public speaker, he has also served as the 
associate editor of Christian Scholar's 
Review and as editor of The Reformed 
Journal. 
Summer camps 
Messiah's campus is not as devoid of 
students as you might expect in the sum-
mer. When the college students pack up 
in May, new groups of younger students 
arrive to attend summer camps in music, 
drama, and sports. The following is a list 
of resident and non-resident camps 
offered at the College this summer: 
Music camps 
Guitar workshop—June 19-20 
Junior and senior high string musi-
cians—August 2-8 
Drama camps 
Junior high boarding—July 5-10 
Senior high boarding—July 12-18 
Elementary days—July 20-24 
Sports camps 
Girls' volleyball—July 5-10 (grades 
9-12) 
Boys' soccer—July 13-17 (ages 7-11) 
July 20-24 (ages 11-14) 
July 27-31 (ages 7-12) 
Girls' soccer—July 5-10 (grades 6-
12) 
Boys' basketball—July 19-24 (grades 
7-12) 
July 26-30 (senior high) 
August 2-5 (grades 5-7) 
Girls' basketball—July 5-10 (grades 
5-9) 
July 12-17 (grades 8-12) 
For more information, call 766-2511. 
Inter'Mennonite 
Conference on Aging 
Theme: Aging in the Faith Community 
Join with others to probe the congregation's new 
frontier—understanding the aging process. Help find 
ways to empower creative and meaningful living within 
the context of the faith community and our spiritual 
heritage. 
Every Mennonite and Brethren in Christ congregation is 
invited to send a team of persons to one of the four-
conference locations. 
Sponsored by the Mennonite Assocation of Retired 
Persons and Mennonite Health Association. 
Registration materials are available in each congregation. For 
further information, or to secure additional materials contact: 
Pacific College 
Fresno, CA 
June 5-7, 1992 
Messiah College 
Grantham, PA 
June 5-7, 1992 
Goshen College 
Goshen, IN 
June 12-14, 1992 
Bethel College 
Newton, KS 




P.O. Box 818 
Goshen, IN 46526-0818 
219-533-9069 
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Dear Father Paul, 
A couple of years ago the church here 
was trying to decide what color to paint 
the room in Lida's home where we gath-
ered for the breaking of bread. Some 
said yellow and others blue. The leaders 
called for prayerful unity, but at that 
time, a Christian brother named 
Spurious came to us from Athens and 
proposed a new way of making deci-
sions. He said that in Athens they have a 
new system called "democracy"—that 
each member would take a side and the 
side with the most members wins. The 
question was raised: who should we 
count as members? Well, this let the the-
ological cat out of the bag. Since entire 
households had come to faith and small 
children had received Jesus and been 
baptized, this could not be the dividing 
line; after all, how can children have an 
equal say with adults, or women with 
men, or slaves with free . . . and when 
the dust settled—the room was blue. 
This seemed fine, except that a few of 
the disenfranchised have left and a num-
ber of the yellow faction have sworn 
revenge at the next meeting. 
Last year, we discussed the need to 
reach out to the lost and poor on the 
lower side of Ephesus; brother Ignatius, 
who because of his testimony for Jesus 
had lost his arm to the lions in the 
Ephesus arena, stood and said that he 
had sought the Lord in fasting and 
prayer and that the Lord had given him 
a word that we should not only fulfill 
our duty as witnesses, but that we should 
use the Martyrs' Memorial Fund to pay 
an elder to oversee the work. Those who 
were reputed to be prophets among us 
nodded that this was of the Lord. At this 
time, brother Querulous, who seems to 
attend only our annual meetings, rose 
and said that the money would be better 
spent on cushions for our wooden 
benches and immediately sister Bursitis 
seconded the motion and it was put to a 
vote. We now have the most comfort-
able benches of all the Asian Churches, 
but the lower side is still unreached. The 
prophets no longer speak; they say, "the 
people do not listen." Now each per-
son's opinion is presented as holy writ. 
I saw in your letter to the church at 
Colossae that Jesus is our head. . . . I 
don't know where we went wrong, but 
somehow, I can't shake the feeling that 
Brother Querulous is the head, and we 
put him there by a majority vote. 
Wonderingly, 
Onesimus 
Jtte yUhif of J^eace a column for Christian peacemakers 
Looking for ideas for a weekend 
retreat? Looking for peace education 
materials for families? Want something 
to bring the two together? Scott Miles, 
on the pastoral staff at the Fairview 
Avenue Brethren in Christ Church in 
The Ministry of 
Reconciliation 
Christ's Call to Building 




Plenary speakers and 
multiple workshops to 
acquire skills for 
managing conflict in the 
Family • Church • Workplace 
School • Parachurch Organization 
Community 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
The Ministry of Reconciliation 
528 E. Madison • Lombard, IL 60148 
(708)627-5310 
Waynesboro, Pa., has recently published 
Peace Is...: A Program Manual for a 
Family-Inter generational Weekend 
Retreat. 
Distributed by the National Teacher 
Education Program, an organization 
which helps congregational teachers be 
more effective in their ministry, Peace 
is... has four major program objectives: 
to explore the biblical understanding of 
peace, to define how peace applies to 
our everyday relationships, to list actions 
Christians can take to be peacemakers, 
and to sign a "Declaration of Peace." It 
consists of four learning sessions: 
"Peace is Knowing Jesus," "Peace is 
Loving Those Who Don't Love You," 
"Peace is Helping Others Get Along," 
and "Peace is Working Together for 
Jesus." An alternate fourth session is 
also included: "Peace is Linking Your-
self to the World." These sessions are 
interspersed throughout the weekend 
with family times, group activities, 
recreation, and free time. 
In addition to detailed plans for each 
of the learning sessions (with skits, craft 
activities, songs, Scripture, etc.), the 
manual includes specific suggestions for 
planning an intergenerational or family 
retreat. There is also an audio tape which 
contains the scripts for three of the sto-
ries used in the retreat. 
Peace is... can be obtained from the 
National Teacher Education Program, 
102 E. First St., P.O. Box 969, Kenly, 
NC 27542; 1-800-528-2805. Cost is 
$14.95. Or you can borrow it free of 
charge (except for return postage) from 
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns, 
P. O. Box 246, Mount Joy, PA 17552; 
(717) 653-8251. 
If we want to raise new generations 
of peacemakers, we need to be teaching 
biblical principles of peace to our chil-
dren. Peace is... is one new resource to 
help in that process. 
The Way of Peace column is a project of 
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns. 




I remember being 13. I don't 
remember thinking at the time about 
that age, but I do remember clearly now 
what I faced when I was 13. What hap-
pened that year and the couple of years 
afterward still affects me. It was a very 
difficult and painful period as I strug-
gled to establish a new identity in a new 
and completely different environment. 
When Beth was 13, I remember 
commiserating with friends about hav-
ing an adolescent daughter. That year 
was tough, as we worked our way 
through a difficult school year. And 
now David is 13, and Mark and I are 
dealing with all that goes with having a 
child-man in the house. 
At 13, the body is doing funny 
things—often growing faster than emo-
tions can handle. Hormones are raging, 
which means many things, not the least 
of which is that zits can break out any 
time and any place—including right on 
the tip of the nose where they can't eas-
ily be camouflaged. Emotions are like 
roller coasters—up one moment and 
down the next. Parents are needed more 
than ever, but woe to the 13-year-old 
who would ever admit it. David often 
acts as though he wants others to think 
he has no parents. 
Peer pressure is particularly strong 
in adolescence. When you're 13, fitting 
in seems to be the highest value there 
is. Even though almost any teen, 
including David, would recognize the 
point of the proverbial question, "If 
someone told you to jump off a bridge, 
would you do it?" the fact is that they 
will do almost anything short of jump-
ing off a bridge if it means fitting in 
and being accepted. At least that's what 
it feels like with David right now. 
Risking our parental wrath and dis-
appointment apparently is safer than 
risking ridicule and ostracism from 
peers. I suppose that speaks well of 
us—he knows that no matter what he 
does, we will continue to love him, we 
will not beat him, and we will not kick 
him out of the house. Some kids he's 
known at school and in the neighbor-
hood couldn't say that. But in the midst 
of our gratitude that he feels safe 
enough to risk our disappointment, 
we're also concerned about the values 
he's picking up and appearing to adopt 
as his own. 
There are the obvious sexual pres-
sures. Teenage pregnancy rates in the 
schools would suggest a high rate of 
sexual activity. Other pressures include 
the presence of drugs—it's a common-
ly known fact that many of the expen-
sive cars driven in our community by 
relatively young adults were bought 
with drug money. There are the pres-
sures created by the entertainment 
industry: to be cool and in the know 
means that you must be up on the latest 
music or have seen the latest movie, no 
matter how much violence or profanity 
or sex there is in it. 
While these pressures are extremely 
bothersome, I think I am most angered 
by the pressure David feels to do less 
than his best academically in order not 
to be thought a nerd, and by the pres-
sure to wear the right clothes and own 
the right things. While I sometimes end 
up expressing my anger to him, I'm 
really angry at the whole system which 
undergirds this kind of peer pressure. I 
know that peer pressure is something 
that goes with the territory of being a 
teenager (and perhaps with being 
human), but there are aspects of 
American culture which accentuate 
rather than minimize it. That is most 
frustrating to parents trying to teach 
values which often go against the grain 
of culture. 
Teenagers need to be really strong 
not to let the world squeeze them into 
its mold (Rom. 12:2). Actually, we all 
do, but for teens for whom conformity 
(being like everyone else) is so psychi-
cally important, it's a particularly diffi-
cult task. There are many things I need 
as a parent trying to steer my teenager 
through these difficult years, but one is 
the support of the church and especial-
ly of other adults. I and my children 
need adults who will not only encour-
age (empathize with) me but who will 
also stand with them and provide other 
voices which echo the fundamental val-
ues I try to teach. Then perhaps there is 
good reason to believe that there is life 
after 13 and that they will emerge at 
the other end of adolescence as the kind 
of caring, responsible, strong Christians 
I want them to be. 
Phoebe 
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In E. M. Forster's novel, A Passage 
To India, an English man serving as 
principal of an Indian secondary school 
is in conversation with an educated 
Indian who resents British colonial rule. 
The Indian asks the principal, 
"Excuse the question, . . . how is 
England justified in holding India?" 
The British responds, "I'm out here 
personally because I needed a job. I can-
not tell you why England is here or 
whether she ought to be here. It's 
beyond me." 
"Well-qualified Indians also need 
jobs in the educational [field]." 
"I guess they do; I got in first." 
'Then excuse me again—is it fair an 
Englishman should occupy one when 
Indians are available?" 
I think of this question—Is it fair an 
Englishman should occupy one when 
Indians are available?—whenever I read 
about North American construction 
teams going to Venezuela to build the 
Venezuelans their church! To set the 
record straight, Venezuela is a modern 
industrial state with highly trained tech-
nicians. Unfortunately, present day 
Venezuela is experiencing pressing eco-
nomic problems. In spite of the fact that 
bridges are being built between North 
American and South American Brethren 
in Christ through these work teams, the 
bottom line is that our teams are taking 
work away from qualified Venezuelans. 
Venezuela is a sophisticated country, 
its capital, Caracas, very cosmopolitan. I 
often wonder what citizens of that coun-
try, be they Brethren in Christ or 
Catholic, think about having Americans 
build the local church in their commu-
nity. Do they think that we see 
Venezuelans as incapable of doing the 
construction? How would we as 
Americans view a group of Venezuelans 
(or Japanese for that matter) building 
our church in Atlanta or Wichita? Would 
we not be annoyed, and so much the 
more if we had unemployed carpenters 
in our local church or community? 
Let us also consider Third World 
countries where there are Brethren in 
Christ churches. Does the North Amer-
ican church then have the right for send-
ing work crews for construction? I think 
not. Even the poorest countries have 
laborers who need the employment. 
Often the air fare of only one work team 
member, or two at the most, is sufficient 
to pay for the materials and labor of 
building a complete church in a rural 
area where facility expectations are low. 
Once I heard one of our Third World 
church leaders express the sentiment that 
the awaited North American help/visi-
tors should rather send their air fare 
money and then they themselves would 
do the work. 
In Nicaragua I have personally expe-
rienced where the Nicaraguan church 
was asked to put in the foundation and 
roof of a church facility but to let the 
walls and windows for a North 
American work team. I never could fig-
ure out why the Nicaraguans could put 
up the foundation and roof but needed 
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help with the walls. As it turned out 
when the work team returned home the 
local church removed the windows and 
replaced them with others that allowed 
for ventilation in the hot tropical coun-
try. 
Another case in point was seen after 
the 1972 Nicaraguan earthquake. At the 
time there were two Brethren in Christ 
churches, one built by locals, the other 
by North Americans. The building made 
by North Americans saw its walls fallen 
as it had not been properly reinforced. 
The Nicaraguan built church stood 
strong with no ill effects because its 
builders better understood earthquake 
proof construction. 
To end, I wish to express that I find 
no fault with the good intentions of 
sending forth work teams or even of the 
positive results which have been men-
tioned in other Visitor articles. But I feel 
strongly that another point of view needs 
to be expressed, one that up to now we 
have not been exposed. 
Chuck Musser 
Harrisburg, Pa, 
I was quite disturbed in the Jan. issue 
of the Visitor, in the Canadian Confer-
ence News, by a report that a church has 
organized a Euchre and movie club. 
When are we Brethren in Christ 
going to return to our former beliefs of 
what is right and wrong or sin or ways of 
the world. I was taught that Euchre or 
card games are games of the devil. I 
hope such a report never again appears 
in the Evangelical Visitor. 
Martha Long 
Dundas, Ont. 
We were excited to receive your letter 
and announcement of your gift of one 
free year of the Visitor [sent to couples 
whose wedding is reported in the maga-
zine]. That is very generous. We do have 
a change of address, as our trailer burnt 
down our second night in it. We have 
managed to get back on our feet again as 
everyone has been very helpful and sup-
portive. . . . 
Heiko and Carol Gerdes 
St. Helena, Calif. 
Evangelical Visitor I 
Tentorial 
Not too many years ago, I wrote about snow falling 
in late autumn on two brave rosebuds in my garden. They 
were a source of hope and courage for me, despite the 
coming deadness of winter—a message about the gift of 
resurrection power and wonder. 
Today I looked out onto my garden again and saw 
pellets of ice and huge missiles of snow battering my 
fully developed daffodil buds. The trees wept glistening 
tears of frozen rain, and ghostly swirls of snow danced 
from rooftops. Cottonballs of snow clung to the bare 
branches of low bushes. As I looked out, aghast, God 
spoke once more—of both power and comfort—in the 
midst of an almost terrifyingly beautiful display of nature. 
The thaw of winter had come too early. Signs of 
spring were all around: the crocuses sprayed yellows and 
purples amid the browns of decompos-
ing leaves; the grass became green with 
the warmth, pushing up small tufts of 
plushness on rippled winter lawns; 
maroon buds exploded overnight on the 
trees; and baffled allergy sufferers 
sniffed and sneezed for a few extraor-
dinary days in very early March. It was 
an uneasy peace with the environment. 
One looked around and wondered if it 
all could last. 
Then Sunday night the news 
came that the local football coach—44 
years old, a "class act," a family man, a 
man of Christian integrity and great 
concern for kids—was catapulted to his 
death while on a Sunday drive to the 
mall. His wife and 12-year-old daugh-
ter were seriously injured. Two teenage 
boys at home mourned the loss of their father, and feared 
the loss of their mother. And within 48 hours afterwards, 
snow is covering my daffodils, turning them the dull, 
dark green that comes with an unwelcome freeze. They 
may bloom this spring . . . and they may not. What a loss 
of warm, yellow, sunshine-filled life. 
The day after the car tragedy, our 18-year-old son 
processed on paper his feelings of grief during the course 
of a very long, emotion-packed school day. He watched 
his friends bury their faces in their hands. He heard the 
voices of his teachers falter as they tried to speak of a 
beloved friend and colleague. 
"Why?" he wrote. "Why did it happen? In our rush-
rush world, everything has been halted by reality. Why is 
Where the daffodils ought to be 
this so shocking? Why do life and death have to be part of 
reality? We take life for granted, but when it is lost, it shat-
ters our world. Did anyone see his life as fragile? No. He 
was strong and self-confident. He was going to live for-
ever . . . we thought. Now he is gone. The thoughts of its 
truth race through our heads. Yesterday's bright and happy 
world is now a dark and dreary place. The sun is shining, 
but our minds cover the sun with a cloud of confusion and 
sorrow. 'Will the sun be out tomorrow?' we ask ourselves. 
'Will things ever be the same?' Lives are lost every day 
and the world is still turning. We must go on. He will 
always live in our hearts, and reality will keep being real-
ity." 
Paul's thoughts are certainly all our thoughts as 
death pushes its ugly presence into our daily routines. 
They probably are not unlike the 
thoughts of the disciples between 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday. Yet 
out of the despair, God speaks: 
"Comfort, comfort my people. . . . 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem. . . . A 
voice says, 'Cry out.' And I said, 
'What shall I cry?' 'All men are like 
grass and all their glory is like the 
flowers of the field. The grass withers 
and the flowers fall. . . . But the word 
of our God stands forever.' . . . When 
the perishable has been clothed with 
the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality, then the saying that is 
written will come true: Death has been 
swallowed up in victory. 'Where, O 
death, is your victory? Where, O death, 
is your sting?'" 
I cannot predict how I will feel if I look out on my 
garden in April and see only withered stalks where the 
daffodils ought to be. Nor can I imagine the tremendous 
feeling of loss the football team will have when they prac-
tice for the first time next summer without Coach 
Andrews. I only know that God is in control. And some-
how life rises up from the depths of the earth—next spring 
for my daffodils, and in the forevermore for our souls. It's 
all part of the mystery and awe of living by faith. "Thanks 
be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 
Coach Andrews is still winning. So will we. 
hj 
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Ready for the Spirit's moving 
by John A. Byers 
The church is fast approaching its 
third millennium. For the world in which 
the church will minister, the future has 
already begun. What about the church 
and the future? 
Many images, such as body, commu-
nity fellowship, etc., have been used in 
referring to the church. Images are terms 
describing the essence of the church, its 
being. 
Mission is the prescriptive side of the 
church, addressing how it goes about the 
work of shaping the world, its doings. 
The Brethren in Christ have agreed that 
our mission is to foster a fellowship of 
believers with the purpose of worshiping 
and obeying the triune God while pro-
claiming his gospel to all people. 
Recently someone was talking about 
the church's being (image) and doing 
(mission). The inference was that they 
not only feel more comfortable in being 
the church, but they do it much better. 
That person is not alone. Consequently, 
being is addressed more than doing and 
sometimes that creates tension. 
Mission requires a vision. That is true 
for congregation, regional conference, or 
General Conference ministries. Vision 
can be defined as foresight with insight 
based on hindsight. It is the base from 
which ministry emerges. 
Vision-driven congregations make a 
difference in their communities. A con-
gregation celebrating its fifth anniversary 
wrote about its beginning vision that has 
resulted in persons coming to know Jesus 
as their personal Savior and others find-
ing their way back to Christ. Their 
vision—a combination of beliefs, goals, 
and organization—provided a track for 
their journey. 
There is ready agreement about what 
the church's mission is, and there is great 
rejoicing when it occurs. Yet its occur-
rence is not as frequent as is liked or 
could be. The explanation of this short-
coming is not merely the absence of com-
mitment. That is more symptom than 
cause. The cause for mission failure often 
is the result of too great an emphasis on 
being or on doing. It has become an 
either/or when both need to be present. 
It's an issue related to the nature of the 
church. 
The church is a community (being) 
with a cause (doing) that needs coordina-
tion (doing). As people blend these three, 
effectiveness improves and vulnerability 
increases. 
In the community there is a familial-
like relationship with a core value of love. 
The high degree of acceptance given 
offers security. There is support for 
attempting new challenges or when 
recovering from wounds. 
The community's cause is to enlarge 
the Kingdom of Light by assaulting the 
gates of hell. In the conquest of evil the 
core value is winning, mastering sin, and 
defeating the evil one. In the midst of the 
struggle the focus is on fulfilling the 
vision. The important issue is knowing 
fellow members can be counted on to do 
their part. Being part of the same Bible 
study and feeling good about one anoth-
er becomes secondary. 
Community and cause are a two-
legged stool. Coordination is the third 
leg, giving the church effectiveness. 
Coordination's role is to maximize all 
available resources and energies. It is 
ineffective to have everyone doing the 
same thing. Resources are wasted when 
the ministry is misdirected. It is like the 
night a farmer's barn was on fire. Some 
drunk fireman discovered spraying water 
on the straw stack makes the sparks fly. 
Only when someone directed them to use 
their limited water supply on the barn 
was the mission accomplished. Some-
times the church makes sparks but lacks 
the direction to accomplish its mission. 
Community, cause, and coordina-
tion—we believe in all of them. All three 
are needed, for unless all are given atten-
tion, there are predictable problems. 
The absence of community makes a 
congregation cold, formal, and unloving. 
Relationships are based on what one gets 
out of the association (transactional) 
rather than focused on mutuality (trans-
formational). 
The lack of a cause results in compla-
cency and a loss of momentum. The peo-
ple become ingrown and introspective. 
Energy available for the cause, combating 
evil, gets focused inward and tends to 
create havoc. 
When coordination is missing, the 
result is chaos. Chaos is everyone doing 
their own thing. The "impulsive propul-
sion" of ministries into action can create 
a stir but does little for the cause. Chaos 
also evaporates vision and paralyzes 
stewardship. Consequently, resources for 
ministry are unavailable. 
Community, cause, and coordination 
must all be present and intertwined for a 
church to be healthy. Many times they 
are present but work independently of 
one another. It is not enough for some to 
be doing one and others another. They 
must overlap and that is where we strug-
gle. It is also exciting when they are syn-
chronized appropriately. 
The excitement comes because a com-
munity of believers with a common cause 
have designed their ministry so that as 
the wind of the Spirit blows across their 
lives, it effectively enlarges God's king-
dom. 
So what's the concern? It is about 
being prepared to effectively minister into 
the 21st century. It's about our future as 
Brethren in Christ. It's what the Brethren 
in Christ priorities (evangelism and dis-
cipleship) are all about—being ready to 
gain maximum benefit from movings of 
the Holy Spirit. The priorities call each 
congregation to identify its cause and 
design how it will place in the context of 
the community of believers. 
John A. Byers is 
Director of Bishops for 
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